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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Jehovah is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness.—Psa. 103 : 8 


1. October 3.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard . . | Kings 21 
2. October 10.—Elijah Taken Up into Heaven . . 2 Kings 2: 1-124 
3. October 17.—Elisha Heals Naaman the Syrian... . . 2 Kings 5 
4. October 24.—Elisha’s Heavenly Defenders. . . . 2 Kings 6 : 8-23 
5. October 31.—The Boy Joash Crowned King . . 2 Kings 11 : 1-20 
6. November 7.-—Joash Repairs the Temple . 2 Kings 11: 21 to 12: 16 
7. November 14.—Daniel in the King’s Court (World’s 

emennes GURGNF) ..« «st tt ee Ks Dan, 1 
8. November 21.—Jonah a Missionary to Nineveh 

(Foreign Missionary Lesson)... . . onah 3:1 to4:11 


November 28.—Amos, the Fearless Prophet (Home 
Beesemeey EOOUOM . . . st tot Amos 5: t-15 

10. December 5.—Uzziah’s Pride and Punishment . . 2 Chron. 26 
11. December 12.--Jehovah Yearns over Backs sliding 

es ss a eoe . Hos, te: 1-11 
12. ae ae; ~ 19.—The Fall and Captivity of Israel . 2 Kings 17: 1-18 

Christmas Lesson: ‘The Song of the Angels . Luke 2: 1-20 
13. decaales 26.—Review : Jehovah’s Gracious Promises to 
eee arte Weert a rena or Read Hos. 14 
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“Tf All Else Should Fail” 


By Thomas R. Robinson 


AIL, world and time,—my need is met; 
In One is full supply : 
Since Christ on me his love hath set 
All perfect gifts have I. 
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Our Bridge 

No man can meet the whole burden of man's 
sin. Only God himself can do this. So God became 
man in Christ Jesus in order that he might do it, 
For the first and the only time in all history God and 
man were completely and uniquely one in Jesus. 
Because God became the Man Jesus, Jesus was and is 
God. This fact is the guarantee of the sufficiency of 
the atonement which the God-Man wrought for us by 
his death. His atonement would not have been suffi- 
cient had he been only a perfect man. As Bishop 
Moule has said, ‘+ A Saviour not quite God is a bridge 
broken at the farther end.’’ But, thanks be unto 
God for his unspeakable gift, our Bridge reaches from 
the lowest depths of our hopeless sin to the heights of 
the very holiness of God himself. Christ carries us 
from the uttermost to the uttermost, and keeps us 
safe every step of the way. 
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Vacation Fishing 

Vacation time gives an exceptional opportunity 
for the most effective kind of Christian service. At 
the end of vacation days is a good time to make a 
note for next year if this service has been omitted in 
this year's rest time. A business man who did not 
omit it recently sent a post-card message to a friend: 


‘*Vacation almost over. Hada glorious time. All 
kinds of fish and fishing!! ‘Every bush is afire with 
God.’’’ His friend had been on ‘‘fishing’’ trips 
with this man before, and he knew what kind of fish- 
ing was indicated by the two exclamation points. 
This business man makes it a habit each day to ask 
God to give him opportunities to speak to others 
about the Saviour. Then whether ‘‘at home or 
abroad,’’ in business conversations or on pleasure- 
trips, he is ever on the alert for the opportunities that 
the Lord sends. Real ‘‘fishermen’’ do not wait for 
particular occasions, but have their lines out whenever 
and wherever there are men to be taken alive. 
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Begun and Continued 

It is just as easy for God to make a miracle run 
through fifty years as to make it run through five 
seconds. If he can make a miracle begin, he can 
make it last. Yet how often we are anxiously trou- 
bled lest the miracle experiences we have had of God's 
grace in our own lives should not last! God once 
worked a miracle for Elijah, in a few minutes of time, 
by restoring life to the boy of the poor widow who 
had shared all she had with the prophet. Then he 
sustained that life, after it had been miraculously re- 
stored, by causing the scanty supply of meal and oil 
miraculously to continue. There were the two mira- 
cles of God's grace : the miracle of beginning, and the 
miracle of continuing. He stands eagerly ready and 
able to work both kinds*éf miracle in our life to-day. 
He will begin a new kind of miracle for us, of any 
sort that we need, this very hour ; and then he will 
continue it until we see him face to face. Both these 
miracle works he pledges to us in his word, ‘‘ My 
grace is sufficient for thee.’’ 
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** Life’ Instead of ‘“‘ Time 


Real life, instead of mere length of years, is open 
only to the man who understands the Bible. And 
the extent of his real understanding of this Book’s 
message is the measure of ** how much’’ a man lives. 
Sir William M. Ramsay, the world-renowned arche- 
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“With Unveiled 


T IS not given to every man to linger on the 
threshold of the future life, and to bear testi- 
mony, with clear mind, to the reality of the com- 

ing day, and his joy in its glorious prospect. 

But it was so given to Irwin Lange, a young man 
not known to the world at large, but blessedly known 
to a group of devoted friends in the days of his great 
awakening. 

His home on Breezy Ridge overlooked miles of 
pleasant hill and vale, and in the closing days of his 
earthly pilgrimage his outdoor sleeping place gave 
him wide views of the sun-flooded springtime, and 
around him were the sweet odors of wind-blown blos- 
soms, and the song of birds. 

But Irwin had not been keenly awake to the deeper 
realities of the life that was for him so soon to close, nor 
was he clear on some of the supreme questions of his 
own relation to the Saviour. He loved the breezy 
upland where he lived, but his spirit was much bur- 
dened by the consciousness that his soul-life was not 
in accord with what he well knew was an upland ex- 
perience of Christ that he saw in others, and not yet 
in himself, 

In conversation with a friend one day Irwin con- 
fessed that he was troubled with doubts. 

«* What is it you doubt?’’ asked his friend. ‘* Do 
you believe in God ?"' 


ologist and Bible scholar, in last week’s issue discussed 
the Oriental conceptions of time in the article, ‘‘ Where 
Time Has No Value.’’ He found in the Eastern con- 
ceptions a secret of a better way of measuring life than 
by recordin@ days and years: ‘‘It might be a fair, 
though of course rough, way of distinguishing between 
real life and mere length of years, to estimate the de- 
gree in which one has learned to appreciate truth, 
especially the supreme truth of the Bible. How much 
have you lived? How much have you learned of 
truth and reality? How much have you learned to 
appreciate the Bible? These are practically equiva- 
lent questions. In the answer to questions like these, 
consideration of the lapse of time pays no part, ‘time 
has no value’; the Eastern view seems right in this 
point of view, at least, and we seem to be wrong."’ 
Let us turn our ‘‘time’’ into real life by giving the 
Bible and its message the right of way in us. 


a“ 
Mr. Kemp’s New Call 


When God calls a minister to a ‘* dead '’ church, 
it is a call to that minister to glad thanksgiving, —if 
he knows the God of resurrection power. Joseph W. 
Kemp, thirteen years ago, was called to such a church 
in Edinburgh. ‘The revival that followed has few 
parallels in modern church history. The secret was 
not in the new minister's preaching, but in the knowl- 
edge of the right human method of releasing God's 
power. The wonderful story of how for two years the 
church prayed, night after night, with preaching tem- 
porarily laid aside, was told by Mr. Kemp in the 
Times of June 19,—as he —, the call to 
lead the Times readers day by day in their Family 
Worship. Another call had come from America to 
Mr. Kemp,—to bring him across the ocean in person, 
On October 3 he begins his ministry in Calvary Bap- 
tist Church of New York. While it has been one of 
the influential churches of the metropolis, this church 
is facing all the peculiar difficulties of Christian serv- 
ice in a great, worldly city. Mr. Kemp's earnest 
request in connection with this call, on page 543, 
shows that he has the word of power for his new con- 
gregation and for his new Sunday School Times 
friends—frayer. 


Face Beholding ” 


‘«Oh, yes, I believe in God !"’ 

‘*Do you believe in Jesus Christ as his Son ?”’ 

¢¢ Yes, I do." 

‘*Well, do you believe that he is your Saviour 
from sin ?’?’ 

Here Irwin hesitated. ‘*I believe he is the 
Saviour,’’ he said slowly, ‘*but I do not think he 
will save me.”’ 

‘*T see,’’ answered the friend. ‘*Then I know 
just what you need. I have a prescription for you. 
Pray earnestly that Christ will accept you just as 
you are, and read over and over the First Epistle 
of John. I believe you will find your doubts cleared 
away.” 

It was only a few weeks after this that Irwin real- 
ized that he could live but a few hours, or possibly a 
very few days. He sent for one who had known him 
since boyhood, a man in middle life, and on a beau- 
tiful afternoon that man went out to Breezy Ridge. 

Irwin evidently had only a littie while to stay. He 
lay in his sunny porch room, with a glad look upon 
his face, a look that was not obscured by the discom- 
fort of his labored breathing. 

His friend sat silently by the boy’s side, hardly 
knowing what to say at first. And then Irwin broke 
the spell, as he said in a clear and cheery voice : 

‘<I'm just so happy, I can hardly tell you how 
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happy lam, It may seem queer to say 
that, when I’m so miserable,’* and he 
smiled a wry little smile as he looked e ' 

down at his hands, and areund the room, Billy Sunday’s New Message 
and once more into the face of his 

friend. ‘‘I'm happy, though, and I'm To 

so glad to go! It will be just great,’ 

he went on. ‘‘I'll see my little sister, ° 
and the other fulks who have gone, and Readers of the Times 
I'll be able to look down here and see Pd 
how things are going at home.”’ 

‘«Irwin,'’ said his friend, **1 feel that 
I am in the presence of one who is about 
to be highly honored. You are so soon 
to know all about the new life !"’ 

Irwin seemed to understand that, and 
he nodded appreciatively. Then he hur- 
ried or. : 

‘*Why, all my doubts are gone. 


Christ and instead let him live our lite for 
us by living his Life in us. Instead of 
constantly asking him to make us living 
witnesses of his mighty power to save to 
the uttermost, we constantly praise him, 
in quiet trust, that he is doing so,—and 
we know that he is simply because he 
says that his grace is sufficient for us, 


a er rie 


“Past Pentecosts will not suffice. Paul preached the gospel to his 
generation. Augustine and Savonarola, St. Francis and Luther, 
Calvin and Knox, Wesley and Whitefield, Finney and Moody, were 
each and all faithful to their commission. You and | may not be 
able to preach, but we should be as conscious as they were of 
our call to live loyally and to toil faithfully, to pray constantly 
I and to speak the word in season to those who perish without it.”— 
William A. Sunday. 
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When Animals Began to 
Eat One Another 


In your Open Letter on ‘‘Should We 
Kill Flies?"’ [August 21], you say, ‘' Be. 
fore sin came there was evidently no enmity of 
one part of creation against another, either 
of animals among themselves or of the lower 
creation against man,"’ ete. 


haven't one left I find no scientific evidence that there has 
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Some years ago I 
read a book by Robert Ingersoll, and 
how I suffered from that book! If I 
had a million dollars,’’ he exclaimed, 
«I'd like to buy up all the Ingersoll 
books and burn them, to save other young 
fellows what I went through. I wish I 
had known fifteen years ago some of the 
things I know now. Why, I have been 
reading the Bible for a long time, but I 
couldn't make head or tail of it,—until 
my heart was changed. Oh, I just wish I 
could live about six hundred years, to 
tell others my experiences of the last ten 


» or 


days ! 





Times fellow-workers. 
Sunday Campaign Reports of the autumn. 
preached his first sermon of the eagerly awaited Omaha 
Next week’s issue of the Times 
will contain the first article in the series that will fully report 
the battle against the powers of evil in Nebraska. 


campaign on September 5. 


TRAIGHT from Omaha Mr. Sunday sends this challenge- 
greeting to his world-wide circle of Sunday School 
It is the opening shot of the Times’ 


Mr. Sunday 


been any change in the character of life. 
From the beginning there seem to have been 
animals carnivorous and herbivorous, com. 
petition, struggle for existence,—the weak 
perished, the strong lived. Carnivorous ani- 
mals have had carnivorous natures, 

What was there before sin came? When 
did sin come? Did Satan have access to this 
world before the creation of man? Had he 
power before the creation of man? There 
are many things which seem to me scientific 
facts which I find difficult to correlate to 
your interpretation. For example, as early 
as the Reptilian Age we find carnivorous 
reptiles, and actually find fossil prey in the 
fossil stomach. 

Where is the line of demarcation? May 
not Satan's influence and dominion have 








‘«Irwin,’’ said the friend, ‘‘you are 
going to ve, you know. What you have 
been telling me to-day will be passed on to others, 
and your work in this will go on.’’ 

The glad look on Irwin's face was intensified by an 
inward joy that arose from recent experiences as their 
memory occurred to him. 

‘¢] discovered,’’ he went on, ‘the twelfth chapter 
of Hebrews the other day. That helped mea lot. It 
seemed written just for me, And that chapter just 
before it, —do you know that, with all those heroes of 
faith in it?”’ 

‘« Yes,’’ answered the man at his side, ‘‘I do know 
that. And do you remember the last verse of it, 
where we are told that their work is not to be made 
perfect without us? You see, my boy, how itis. In 
the old pony-express days on the plains one rider 
would hand the mail to the next rider for the next re- 
lay, and so on to the end, ‘To-day you have given 
me your testimony, and I in turn will pass it on, 
helping to complete your work.”’ 

Irwin saw that. He was a lover of horses ; and his 
face showed his joy at the thought of helping some- 
one else. 

When his friend said farewell, the young man 
spoke as one who was about to go on the very happi- 
est journey he had ever imagined possible for him. 
Indeed, 


Why be afraid of Death as though your life were breath! 
Death but anoints your eyes with clay. O glad surprise ! 
Why should it be a wrench to leave your wooden bench, 

Why not with happy shout run home when school is out? 


Irwin awoke the next morning in his own room, 
And he was mystified by the delay. He said to his 
mother, ‘‘I thought He was going to take me last 
night. There must be some reason why He didn’t.”’ 
And then, thoughtfully and eagerly, ‘‘ Please send for 
Allan,’’—his intimate friend. And when Allan came, 
the young men were alone for a little time, and Irwin 
was praying for this chum of his happy times on 
Breezy Ridge. One more friend was called to his 
side, a young college man, and the room became 
again a house of prayer. 

‘*That is all, Mother,’’ said the glad-hearted son 
when his friends had gone. ‘‘I guess that is why He 
kept me here a little longer. I’ve nothing more to 
do.’’ Two days later, in the early morning, Irwin, as 
his mother put it, ‘*had his wish realized.’ When a 
friend spoke of the way in which she had borne up, 
she said, ‘‘ You will understand when you see Irwin’s 
face.’’ And, indeed, it was transfigured, for he had 
passed through in this life that experience in which 
‘¢we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, are transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord the 
Spirit.”’ 

To come straight up to the threshold of the life 
beyond with one who is inexpressibly joyous over the 
prospect, and radiant with the liberty of Christ's 
newly-found, full salvation, is an experience in spirit- 
ual reality. In the transfigured tace the testimony is 


written in unfading lines of joy and light. And to 
this some are still waiting to be shown the way. 




















How Reveal Christ in Our Life? 


I have a friend who has been a Christian for some 
vears, living in close communion with her Master ; she 
feels many times as though her life must count for very 
little when it seems to make no impression upon those of 
her friends and loved ones who are ‘'nominal’’ Chris- 
tians, and with whom she comes in almost constant con- 
tact. 

I have many times felt the same thing with regard to my 
own Christian life. ‘There are those about me who make 
no profession of Christ whatever, andéome who do pro- 
fess Christ as their Saviour, but seem to have no scruples 
regarding Sabbath desecration, worldliness, etc.- My 
‘‘natural’’ inclination has always been a selfish one, but 
Christ in me is overcoming this sin; the part, however, 
of living the Christ life that is hardest comes through the 
fact that those about me never seem to see the sins that 
are being overcome in my life, but only to see the mistakes 
I make. 

I frankly acknowledge these mistakes, and humbly, to 
those who criticize them in me as a Christian, and also to 
Christ ; but I have often felt that my life must count for 
very little when the only impressions these people seem 
to get are those that invite their criticism. My constant 
prayer is that Christ may keep me from sinning and make 
me a living witness of his mighty power to save to the 
uttermost. What about my responsibility to those souls 
about me who make no profession, or ‘‘nominal’’ Chris- 
tians, who seem to see only the mistakes in. my life ?—A 
MARYLAND READER. 


Perhaps the difficulty is that this earnest, longing 
Christian is making it her constant prayer that Christ 
may keep her from sinning, instead of making it her 
constant praise that he is doing so. Has she realized 
that, just as our Lord by his death on the cross wrought 
a finished work of redeeming us from the penalty of 
our sin, so by his resyrrection, ascension, and gift of 
the Holy Spirit he wrought a finished work of freeing 
us from the power of our sin? Therefore it is that we 
no more need to pray constantly that Christ will keep 
us from sinning than we need to pray constantly that 
he will keep us from the second death, or hell. When 
we took him as our Saviour the matter of our eternal 
life was settled; we ‘‘ passed out of death into life’’ 
(John 5 : 24). And God says to us, ‘‘As therefore 
ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him’”’ 
(Col. 2:6). We received him as having done a suf- 
ficient and finished work for our salvation. We are 
to walk in him recognizing that he has done a suffi- 
cient and finished work for our victory over known sin. 

And this will make an utterly new life for one who 
has not yet seen this wonderful yet simple truth and 
acted upon it. Zhen Christ can live and show him- 
self in his fulness in our life. Then the ** abiding’’ 
life commences, when we cease trying to do things for 


been wider in the universe than your inter- 
pretation would indicate ? 
I have for many years used The Sunday 

School Times in preparing my lessons, and value it above 

every other publication.—A DEAN OF A COLLEGE, KANSAS. 

Fossil prey in a fossil stomach was put there when 
the animals were living in a sin-cursed world. For 
anything that hurts or destroys is not of God, nor of 
his creation, but is of evil. ‘‘ They shall not hut 
nor destroy in all my holy mountain ; for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah’’ (Isa. 
EE : 9). 

When God finished the creation recorded in Gen- 
esis 1, he declared that it was all very good... There 
was then no enmity among men or animals, And 
there were no flesh-eaters among animals. ‘To 
every beast of the earth, and. to every bird of the 
heavens, and to everything that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green 
herb for food’’ (Gen. 1 : 30). This condition will be 
restored in the future age when ‘‘the wolf shall dwell 
with the lamb,’’ and ‘‘the lion shall eat straw like 
the ox’’ (Isa, 11 : 6-8). 

God has revealed—and scientific evidence confirms 
the fact—that a change in the character of life did 
take place at the fall of man. And it was a change 
that affected the whole animal and vegetable creation, 
which with us is now groaning in pain waiting to be 
delivered ‘‘from the bondage of corruption into the 
liberty of the glory of the children of God’’ (Rom. 8: 
19-22). 

As to the fossil remains, let us who have the sure 
Word of God be careful not to allow His revelation to 
be called in question by scientific theories, which are 
based at best upon meager evidence. What is known 
of the fossil remains of former ages does, however, 
warrant the belief that there were creatures on earth 
for ages before the present period of earth’s history be- 
gan with the ‘‘six days’’ of Genesis 1. And the fact 
—indicated by the fossils—that these creatures fought 
bitterly and devoured one another suggests that sin was 
then in the world,—that is, before Adam was created. 

The first two verses in the Bible, rightly under- 
stood, give light on this deep mystery,—yet only a 
ray of light, which is not concerned with revealing de- 
tails. In a far-off ‘‘beginning’’ God created the 
heavens and the earth—not referring to the ‘‘six- 
day’’ creation. ‘*And the earth was waste and 
void’’ does not mean that it was so when God created 
it, for he ‘created it not a waste’’ (Isa. 45: 18) 
The true reading, as many scholars have suggested, 
is ‘*And the earth decame waste and void.’’ To 
question why, we may venture to say ‘‘sin,’’ and go 
no farther, though there are scriptural hints that Satan 
may have been concerned in that sin. Jeremiah, in 
his vision of a future desolation, ‘‘ beheld the earth, 
and, lo, it was waste and void,’’ because of the fierce 
anger of Jehovah (Jer. 4 : 23-26). 

May not all the fossil remains, then, and all’ the 
evidence of former sin, belong to the untold ages be- 
tween the first two verses of Genesis, —between God's 
perfect creation and the day when earth was waste 
and-void, before the restoration that fitted it for man? 
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When 18,500 Were Introduced to Missionaries 


Making Christmas and all the year bright by America’s wonderful ‘* Surplus ”’ gifts 











q By the Rev. Samuel D. Price 


Superintendent of the Department for Utilizing Surplus 
Material, of the World’s Sunday School Association 





N MAY The Sunday School Times printed a brief 
| article telling about the work of the Surplus Ma- 
terial Department, and asking especially for a 
stereopticon that was needed in Egypt. ‘The very 
first letter that came in response to that article was the 
offer of a lantern valued at $55, and it is now at work 
in Egypt. 

Another letter contained a gift of $100, which the 
superintendent of the department was to have the 
privilege of spending in meeting any special needs. 
It was one of the greatest joys that has come in the 
administration of this department. Organs, stereop- 
ticon slides, blackboards, and other things were pur- 
chased. One expenditure amounted to less than 50 
cents, including postage, but it met a real need. The 
last $1.50 of the $100 was used to purchase a.year's 
subscription to The Sunday School Times for Miss 
Kido, of Yokohama, Japan, who wanted the Times 
to aid her in instructing the Bible students. 

Through the Surplus Material Department of the 
World's Sunday School Association during the past 
six years more than 18,500 Sunday-schools or indi- 
viduals have been introduced to missionaries, —usu- 
ally of their own denomination,—that anything from 
a Lible picture to 4n organ might be sent out for a 
rich service on the foreign field. 

In the Philippines the International Uniform Les- 
sons are studied a year later than in the homeland. 
Lesson helps by the thousands are now going forward 
at the end of each quarter for the use of all the de- 
nominations working in the Philippines. A picture 
was recently received from Manila showing the fruits 
of a single mail from America. No less than eighty- 
eight packages of Surplus Material came on that one 
day last February. All the packages were piled up 
and then a picture was taken. Illustrated papers in 
English are always in demand. More than 650,000 
who are in the public schools are learning English. 
A part of a letter from Cebu, P. I., indicates the situ- 
ation in all parts of the Philippines ; 


To whom we in the far-away Philippines owe many ever- 
grateful thanks : We could not begin to thank you for 
all the help that has come to us through the Sunday- 
schools in the United States of America, 

The Surplus Materials are working marvels, What is 
sent us also reaches many outside Sunday-schools, young 
people whose ambitions are just at the strong hour of their 
lives. A police sergeant comes to our home: ‘‘ Give me, 
please, something to read which will tell me of what other 
people are doing.’’ Ata railroad station a young station- 
master says to us pleadingly : ‘* Give us something about 
other people’s doings to read.’’... 

About a hundred and fifty Sunday-schools all needed 
Sunday-school picture cards, The men and women who 
came for Sunday-school supplies waited patiently for hours 
until their turn came, . Not one wanted to go away, though 
some had to lose their evening meal, without their Sunday- 
school supplies. Sunday-school cards were 
begged for. Theyhelp. I had not enough 
to give one single card to each worker. 
With utterly inadequate Sunday - school 
supplies the workers return to their fields. 
Some will travel for two weeks, more or 
less, in open boats before they can reach 
their. fields. Others, who are still weary 
from some two days of mountain journey- 
ing, will again face the same stony paths. 
One of the finest of the Sunday-school 
workers was so lame from his long walk 
here that he could only hobble around. 
Iie is a young school student, and gives 
every Sunday and every holiday to the 
work, Six Sunday-schools are cared for 
by him during his summer holidays. Five 
of these require long journeys. It has 
meant heavy physical toil to almost every 
Sunday-school worker who has come to 
Cebu City this month for Sunday-school 
supplies and the Sunday-school conven- 
tion. We could not mail the quantities 
they need, nor are there post-offices in all 
their districts, 





What an inspiration such facts are 
to our own workers here! Does any 
one claim to be tired and ready to give 
up? Look to the Philippines for your 
example, and begin the real work. 
Lesson helps and Sunday - school 
papers, as well..as other illustrated. , 


would rather have a picture card than something to eat. 
picture cards!" It is practically impossible, Mr. Price says, for American Sunday-schools 
[dren of foreign lands. Thousands of children have 

had-their hearts gladdened because the Surplus Material Department has introduced them 
to-American Sunday-schools who could send the prized pictures. 

.. ave holding up the cards are some of the 600 Sunday-school ‘children in Calcutta, India. 


to send too many pictures to the chi 





Five thousand dolls were dressed and sent to the mission 

fields as Christmas gifts by Sunday School Times readers 

in response to a former article by Mr. Price that told of 

the “ Surplus Material” plan. The large family of dolls 

who posed for this picture just before their departure for 

a foreign field were prepared + one class in Seattle, 
t 


Washington. It is safe to judge that no dolls received a 

more eager welcome last Christmas by their new mistresses. 

Recently Mr. Price received an urgent request to obtain 

700 dolls for the untainted children of the lepers in the 

Philippines. On this page will be found many other bright 
“ Christmas suggestions ” for you or your class. 


papers, can be mailed to the Philippines at the rate 
of four ounces for one cent, The large Bible picture- 
rolls and the small Bible lesson cards have also been 
entered as ‘‘second-class matter,’’ and as such can 
be sent to the Philippines, Mexico, Cuba, and Porto 
Rico at the rate of four ounces for one cent. The 
cost of this form of co-operation is not prohibitive. 
Pictures and papers can be mailed to the other mis- 
sion fields at the rate of two ounces for one cent, and 
as the limit of weight is four pounds you can only 
spend thirty-two cents at.a time. 

There is one class of books that should never be 
thrown away, and not even placed on your library 
shelf unless you have very definite use for them in 
the future. Such lesson helps as Peloubet’s Notes 
and Tarbell’s Guide are always highly prized. If you 
will send your 1915 editions about the middle of De- 
cember, and you can easily study the last two lessons 
in advance, they will arrive in the Philippines in 
about five weeks, and be given a second year of use. 
Every missionary, native preacher, Sunday-school 
worker, and teacher who can use English wants such 
a book. The postage is twenty-four cents, as the 
book must go by parcel post rate. Missionaries in 
other countries are equally eager for these volumes, 
and even of earlier dates. Such a book in the hands 
of a native evangelist is almost equal to the contents 





* T have a little Sunday-school for Hindu children,” writes a missionary from India, “ who 


And that is saying much for the 


The ‘little Hindus who 


of a whole library. Both Drs. Tarbell and Peloubet 
refer to Surplus Material in their annual editions. 
The Sunday School ‘Times is always in demand. 
Many readers have the name of a missionary, and at 
the end of each month forward the copies. 

A Methodist missionary, connected with the Harris 
Memorial Deaconess Training School in Manila, re- 
cently sent a leaflet in which she told of the last grad- 
uating class. Each deaconess was given a package 
of gifts made possible through this department. 


Then came cards, picture-rolls, a hymn-book, and a 
small blackboard each. The girls termed them ‘* bless- 
ings’’ as they reverently fingered them, Finally, as they 
turned and marched out of the room they sang lustily, 
** Count your many blessings.’’ 

And in this spirit we sent them forth. On the following 
day,—a rainy, muddy day,—four left on the boat for the 
north country. One had a folding organ added to her 
equipment—a wonderful thing! ‘len days later a letter 
came, which said, ‘* We were like the Moravian mission- 
aries in Wesley’s time. We opened the organ on the 
boat, and began to play and sing, and soon the passen- 
gers gathered about us, and we had a chance to sing and 
speak the gospel message to them.’’ 


Many organs have been sent out since the first of 
the year. A baby organ can be purchased and deliv- 
ered for about $25. Notice that the missionary calls 
a baby organ a ‘* wonderful gift."”. There are many 
requests now on file for both baby and cabinet organs. 
A Congregational worker in Mexico just asked for 
simple organ voluntaries. Instrumental and vocal 
music can always be placed. Even one song-book 
of a kind is valued abroad. Special exercises for 
Christmas and Easter are always sought after. Just 
now there are appeals for cornets, violins, bugles, and 
church bells. 

This work began with an appeal for pictures, both 
of Bible and other subjects, and that is still the larg- 
est part of the work, because pictures are needed at 
every mission station. Many fields have no use for 
lesson helps, or papers in English, except for the 
missionaries, but pictures, and especially of Bible 
events, can never be furnished in too great a quantity 
to meet the needs. One Southern Presbyterian 
worker in Korea wants at least five hundred each 
week. Do not throw any away. Teach the children 
to care for these Bible cards, and then bring them 
back to the Sunday-school. Wrap them in four- 
pound packages, weigh and affix the stamps in the 
presence of the little ones, Then offer a prayer for 
God's blessing upon this work, and to bless each boy 
and girl abroad who receives one of these pictures. 
Tell the children that you will mail the package on 
Monday, and that then you will write to the mission- 
ary. If the missionary is not too busy, in about three 
months you will have areply of thanks which you 

can read to the class or school. 

Themultitudinous picture post-cards 
can be pasted in pairs, thus concealing 
the writing surfaces, or white paper can 
be pasted over the writing. This will 
furnish a place for some text in the 
native language which the missionary 
will write or print before distributing. 
Scrap-books can be made very simply. 
These pictures and scrap-books are 
distributed at any time in the year, but 
especially at Christmas, 

Now is the time to remember that 
Christmas comes every year. If you 
will have part in extending blessing and 
cheer abroad on December 25 next you 
should mail the packages by Novem- 
ber 1.. Every Sunday-school or even 
every individual in the school, could 
send something for Christmas distribu- 
tion at some mission station. Where 
parcel post prevails dolls, knives, rib- 
bons, games, paint-boxes, pencils, small 
toys, marbles, etc., can be sent at 
the rate of twelve cents per pound. 
Such places are China, Korea, Japan, 
the Philippines, Liberia, and South 
America. 

In response to an article in The Sun- 

.day .School. Times two years ago at 


ne ee ey 


i 








536 * 


least five thousand dolls were dressed and sent. 
Get a doll about ten inches long and dress it simply, 
but not in white, which is generally the sign of 
mourning abroad, Or even buy one at the ten- 
cent store already dressed. If possible obtain a doll 
that has ‘‘go-to-sleep’’ eyes. This feature adds 
even more in value to a child abroad than at home. 
A missionary in China wrote after last Christmas that 
they had just enough dolls for needs in his station, 
including one boy doll for the little son of the native 
preacher. 

Shut-ins and semi-invalids are doing many things 
along these lines. A woman recently wrote from 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio: ‘‘I am an.invalid, not able to 
attend church or do any active church work, and I 
hope to be able to do a little good in the ‘surplus 
material’ way.”’ 

Then there are the lepers. For a number of years 
a gift of pictures has been sent to every known leper 
home for distribution at Christmas. This must be 
repeated this year. Not every denomination con- 
ducts leper work, but no one would hold back for 
that reason. No ciass of sufferers is more apprecia- 
tive than the lepers. 

Work which is similar to the Surplus Material ac- 
tivity for the American missionaries is being conducted 
by the Pass It On Department of the British Section 
of the World's Sunday School Association. Miss 
Gertrude Edwards, 23 Boyne Park, Tunbridge Wells, 
England, is the Superintendent, to whom the repre- 
sentatives of the British and Continental societies 
should write. 

A leaflet has been prepared which gives all neces- 
sary information. All who will co-operate should 
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address the Superintendent of this Department, the 
Rev. Samuel D. Price, 216 Metropolitan Tower, New 
York, which is the headquarters of the American 
Section of the World’s Sunday School Association. 
Be particular to indicate your denomination in full, 
distinguishing between ‘‘North’’ and ‘‘South’’ if 
your denomination is thus divided, It will be appre- 
ciated if you inclose a stamp for reply. Do not send 
to the New York Office any gifts to be forwarded to the 
missionary. (Money to purchase gifts is welcomed 
and may be sent to the Superintendent.) You will 
receive an introduction to a missionary of your de- 
nomination or to some interdenominational worker, 
as you may request, and you should send your gifts 
directly to the one indicated. County and state mis- 
sionary superintendents are co-operating in this work 
and many schools have appointed a ‘*Surplus Mate- 
rial’’ superintendent, who cares for this work in that 
particular school. 

An unusual number of appeals have come from the 
missionaries and every reader is requested to bring 
this to the attention of your school. Other papers are 
asked to copy this article, but in doing so should give 
credit to The Sunday School Times. Help is ob- 
tained largely through publicity and the religious 
papers, and various lesson writers have been very 
liberal in this matter. Every reference to this work 
in a denominational publication enables this depart- 
ment to assist the missionaries of that particular 
church, The name of the denomination should 
always be indicated in writing for an introduction, 
There is no mailing difficulty on account of the war 
except in Turkey. 

New York Ciry. 
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How the New Lesson Committee Does its 
Work _ By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 
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Member of the International Sun- 
day School Lesson Committee 
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OR more than a year now the Sunday-schools 
have had a new: Lesson. Committee, a Lesson 
Committee not only mainly new in its member- 

ship, and much larger than any former Lesson Com- 
mittee, but made up on new principles of selection. 

This is the eighth Lesson Committee. ‘The first 
Lesson Committee, appointed in 1872, consisted of 
five clergymen and five laymen, and included Bishop 
Vincent, Dr. John Hall, B, F. Jacobs, and Dr, War- 
ren Randolph, all of whom remained members of 
the Committee for twenty-four years. 

From this beginning, small in numbers but great 
in personnel, the Committee has grown fourfold, and 
the work it has to do has been multiplied in even a 
larger ratio. The new Lesson Committee has about 
forty members, and is more widely representative 
than any previous Committee. Eight of the mem- 
bers were chosen by the International Sunday School 
Association, the great historic body which heretofore 
has chosen all the Lesson Committees. Among these 
eight is the efficient and beloved secretary of the 
Committee, who has been secretary for several vears, 
Professor Ira M. Price of the University of Chicago. 
No organization ever had a secretary more faithful, fair, 
and telicitous ! Until his widely lamented death Dr. 
Hamill, president of the International Sunday School 
Association, was a member of this section. All eight 
of this division, with the exception of the present 
writer, have long served on the Lesson Committee. 

The next division, also of eight, was chosen from 
its own membership by the Sunday School Council 
of Evangelical Denominations, a body made up 
of the Sunday-school editors, publishers, and educa- 
tional secretaries of the different denominations. 
These, of course, are experts in Sunday-school 
matters, deeply interested in the selection of lessons, 
and the Lesson Committee is greatly strengthened by 
representation from them. The chairman of the Les- 
son Committee, Dr. Benjamin S. Winchester of Boston, 
is from this section. He is a model presiding officer, 
modest, tactful, unfailing in courtesy, hospitable to 
thought from all directions, skilful in the conduct of 
business. The only lady on the Committee is a 
member of this section, Mrs. J. W. Barnes, famous 
for her work for elementary pupils. 

The remaining section of the Committee exceeds 
in numbers the aggregate of the other two sections, 
for it consists of one representative from each denom- 
ination represented in the Sunday School Council or 
having a Lesson Committee of its own—some twenty- 
eight in all Not all of these denominations have 


yet appointed representatives, however, so that 
twenty-one is the largest number from this section as 
yet present at any session of the Committee. These 
denominational representatives are leading men in 
their communions,—Sunday-school editors, in the 
main, and professors in theological seminaries. 
Some of them have served on the Lesson. Committee 
before, but most of them are new men, bringing to 
the selection of the lessons the new viewpoints of all 
sections of the country and practically all bodies of 
Christians, ; ” 

It may well beimagined that whatever this committee 
of forty men discusses will be thoroughly debated ! No 
poor theology will pass muster here, no faulty peda- 
gogy, nocareless phrases, Every title, every word, every 
letter, is subjected to the keenest scrutiny. Not an 
objection to any course of action but is thought of by 
somebody, not a favorable argument but some one 
else will advance it. 

The Committee meets in some quiet room, seated 
at long tables, often arranged in a hollow square. 
3efore each member are pen, ink, and paper. Each 
has, of course, his Bible, though many of the mem- 
bers seem almost to know the Bible by heart, so 
quickly can they repeat any desired passage, giving 
chapter and verse. Many have Bible reference books, 
files of correspondence about the lessons, bundles of 
documents pertaining to the Lesson Committee and 
its work, It is a very businesslike assembly, in its 
appearance and attitude. 

Not infrequently the most decided differences arise, 
for these men have their own minds, and they come 
out of markedly diverse situations. Not fora minute, 
however, is there the slightest breach of Christian 
courtesy. 

The social features of Lesson Committee work are 
most enjoyable, when the Committee has time for 
them—the little chats before and after the sessions, 
the talks at meals, the walks together between sessions. 
The members have come already to know one another 
well, and to love as brothers. Except for necessary 
information the question of denomination, or country, 
or section, is never raised. The Lesson Committee 
is one big family, laboring in the home workshop. 

No one of us will ever forget the supper we had 
together in the midst of discussion over the most im- 
portant, difficult, amd strenuously debated question 
that has yet come before us. ‘The happy idea of the 
supper was Dr. Phillips's, and he presided with infec- 
tious good cheer. The after-dinner speeches provoked 
the most uproarious hilarity. I would: rather tackle 
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the Gridiron Club than address those forty again when 
they are on their ‘‘ high horse.’’ 

In the main, however, the Lesson Committee js 
hard at work, Its sessions are almost continuous, 
from 9.30 or 10 A. M. to late at night. The sessions 
of subcommittees are stuck in as best can be man. 
aged, usually in the wee sma’ hours. Three days of 
such constant application, preceded and followed by 
fatiguing railroad journeys, and this several times a 
year, constitute no slight contribution to the Sunday. 
school cause, especially when it is remembered that 
every member of the committee is overworked with 
his regular tasks, 

But these sessions of the full Committee are, after 
all, only a small part of the labor of the Lesson Com. 
mittee. They decide on general principles, they out- 
line the work, they survey it carefully after the details 
are filled in, but the filling in of thése details is of 
necessity relegated to subcommittees. 

There are six of these standing committees, as the 
Lesson Committee is now organized. There is the 
Business Committee, to which are referred scores of 
important matters for investigation and report ; Dr, 
Edyar Blake is the efficient chairman. Next is the 
Committee on Uniform Lessons, whose chairman is 
that honored veteran of the Lesson Committee, Pro- 
fessor John R. Sampey, D.D, This is the committee 
on which the present writer serves, and I am particu- 
larly interested, as are all the readers of this paper, 
in the Improved Uniform Lessons which our commit- 
tee has prepared and which will be published as soon 
as they are approved by the entire Lesson Committee 
in December. 

Then comes the Committee on Graded Lessons, 
headed by Professor F. C. Eiselen, D.D., so long 
associated with this important branch of the Lesson 
Committee’s activities. The list closes with commit- 
tees on daily Bible readings (Principal Rexford, chair- 
man), special courses (Dr. W. E. Chalmers, chair- 
man), and the auditing committee (Dr. R. W. Miller, 
chairman). 

Before the lessons for a year are published to the 
Sunday-school world the following course is pursued : 
First the subcommittee presents the course to the 
Lesson Committee in simple outline, with a few sam- 
ple lessons thoroughly worked out. Then, after the 
Lesson Committee has approved the principles in- 
vélved and the general’ method, the swbcommittee, 
meeting in some central city, spends three or four 
days over it. Previous to this meeting the year has 
been divided among the members of the committee, 
a quarter to each or to a group living near together, 
and their work serves as the basis of the work of the 
subcommittee. Usually each member has had type- 
written copies for study several weeks before the meet- 
ing of the subcommittee. Often the subcommittee 
meets several times, that different features of the les- 
sons may be developed by personal consultation with 
experts. Always, as soon as the subcommittee feels 
that it has done its best with the year’s course, it is 
printed and sent to about two hundred leading Sun- 
day-school workers, teachers, and educational experts 
all over the country, with a note asking for the most 
thorough criticism, After several months the com- 
mittee meets once more, having before it a great heap 
of letters bearing these criticisms ; and many of them 
are exceedingly full and very valuable, freighted with 
the results of years of thought and practical experi- 
ence in teaching, Every criticism is considered with 
the most painstaking and conscientious care, and all 
are embodied in the lessons that can wisely be, in the 
judgment of the subcommittee. 

Then the lessons are printed once more and sent to 
the members of the Lesson Committee (all of whom, 
of course, have shared in the preliminary criticism of 
the two hundred). After a few weeks of study in their 
homes the entire committee meets, ready to place the 
finishing touches upon the lessons, and send them out 
to the lesson writers in final form. And this entire 
process goes on for each year of the Uniform Lessons 
and of the Graded Lessons, for the Special Courses, 
and for the Home Readings. JI have not erred in 
making the process appear too long and complicated. 
If anything, I have made it appear simpler than it 
really is. I, for one, should have felt that I could not 
serve on the Lesson Committee if I had had any idea 
of the amount of time and labor involved. 

I do not believe that the Sunday-school world has 
understood the extent of the Lesson Committee's task 
and the earnest and self-sacrificing fidelity with which 
the task for years past has been performed. Perhaps 
this picture of the work will cause the readers of The 
Sunday School Times to value even more highly than 
before the Bible lessons which they follow with so 
much pleasure and profit through the years. 

AUBURNDALE, Mass. 
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“telephone connection’ 


A Real Sunday-School Miracle in a Rural County | 


The story of a county where the officers of the Sunday-school association are in 
with every one of its ninety-one schools 





A Dead County’s Resurrection 


ADISON is a rural county with 40,000 inhabi- 
tants, divided by hills and swamps, Protestants 
and Catholics, prejudice and ignorance. A 
few years ago a funeral was held in one of our school- 
houses, and at its close a young married man, about 
twenty-five years of age, asked the minister, 4‘ Who 
is this Jesus Christ you were talking about?’’ One 
of our workers on a country walk passed a boy of 
twelve going fishing and asked him where he went to 
Sunday-school. The little fellow told him he didn't 
know what a Sunday-school was ; yet he lived within 
two miles of a village with two churches—each so 
prejudiced against the other that no real gospel work 
could be done. 

When Dr. Joseph Clark began his work as super- 
intendent of the New York State Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, Madison was the first county he visited, and 
our executive committee at once got busy with him 
for plans and programs. We have sought his advice 
on all important questions. 

Last September two of our workers realized what 
could be done by a man in the field, and at much 
sacrifice a way was found to start him. Mr. J. H. 
Carpenter, who was secured by the Executive Com- 
mittee as field man, tells in the article that follows 
what plans were used to bring a dead county to new 
Sunday-school life.—H. A. Hope, Superintendent of 
Evangelistic Department, Oneida, N. Y. 


% 


When We Got “ Close to the Soil” 


HEN the County of Madison, New York State, 
was first visited by a state Sunday-school 
worker, it was one of the poorest counties in 

New York in organized Sunday-school work. The 
convention program was beyond criticism,—it was so 
poor. We had an organization simply that we might 
hold a convention of about seventy-five to one hun- 
hred workers once a year, and raise about ninety 
dollars for such purposes. There was no thought of 
any between-convention activities. 

About three years ago Mr, F. H. Beckwith, State 
Rural Superintendent, made a complete visitation of 
the county, covering practically every road and reach- 
ing every school or community. He put into the 
hands of the county officers a detailed report of his 
discoveries. These were in nearly every case a great 
surprise to the workers. They had been working 
with about sixty schools ; Mr. Beckwith found ninety- 
one. The county had been divided into four districts ; 
Mr. Beckwith showed that only two of these four could 
ever get together for a union gathering because of 
topographical conditions, The county had been 
working with and sending letters to about sixty school 
superintendents ; Mr. Beckwith showed that about 
twenty of these names were of those who had either 
moved away from the community or had lost all in- 
terest in Sunday-school work. We had been working 
with only two-thirds of our schools, one-third of the 
superintendents’ names were obsolete, and one-half 
of our county could have no organization whatever. 

Hence our first work was a re-districting of the 
county. First, we took into consideration the hills, 
valleys, and swamps, which form almost natural 
boundaries, shutting off those on one side from those 
on the other ; then the railroads and stage-lines, which 
are the main means of travel. After reports given by 
members of our committee, from different localities, 
we divided the county into six districts instead of 
four. However, even this division has been changed, 
until now there are seven districts. Many towns were 
taken out of one district and put into another ; many 
townships were cut in two, because one part was rural, 
another urban,—or for better affiliation of one-half 
with one district and the other with another; one 
township has been put into a district by itself, while 
one district includes four townships. 

Next came the organization. This was done more 
or less arbitrarily by the county committee. A place 
and date were set for a certain district convention and 
the schools were notified. A leader was designated 
to take charge of such meetings. When the people 


** This Madison county is a perfect wonder,”’ 
wrote Dr. Joseph Clark, Superintendent of the New 
York State Sunday School Association, to the Edi- 
tor of The Sunday School Times. ‘‘ Three years 
ago it was one of the poorest counties in organized 
work in the state. Through the adoption of our 
new state plans for county work, which have been 
followed to the letter with a live officiary thoroughly 
in sympathy with the plan, Madison county has be- 
come almost a miracle of organization and effi- 
ciency. The young man who is the Rural Super- 
intendent, Mr. Carpenter, has done the close field 
work, and at the same time has kept his place at the 
head of his class in the Senior year at Colgate.”’ 

Mr. Carpenter tells on this page the wonderful 
story of how they did it. And a brief article from 
Mr. Hope, Superintendent of the Evangelistic De- 
partment, gives additional light on how great the 
change has been. What is your county doing with 
its Sunday-schools ? 








were brought together, officers were elected and a 
definite organization started. 

This, however, proved somewhat unsatisfactory, 
and a year ago the county committee decided to take 
the district convention intoitsown hands. ‘Two state 
workers were secured for a week. ‘These, with one or 
more of the county officers, made a complete tour of 
the county, holding a one-day convention or institute 
in the several districts. In this way almost 1,000 
people were reached. At the suggestion of the county 
workers, corresponding officers were elected at each 
meeting. The same outline of work was presented, 
so that the county was working as a unit. 

This plan resulted in securing one hundred and 
twenty-five officers ready for work in the county. 
This seems a large number to control in any efficient 
organization, Efficiency was accomplished as follows: 

There are thirteen different departments, the heads 
of which make up the county executive committee. 
Each of these department heads have seven district 
officers under them, who are responsible only to the 
county officer at the head of their department, Our 
letter-heads are made out not as a county and district 
organization, but according to departments; for in- 
stance, the Home Department Superintendent and 
her seven district superintendents appear on the same 
head. Hence each county officer has a ‘‘ live wire”’ 
in every district. 

Another feature of our county organization is the 
rural department. This department is one of the 
thirteen divisions of the county organization; but it is 
organized down to the township unit rather than the 
district unit. This department also takes up the visi- 
tation part of the county work. There are seven dis- 
trict superintendents, the same as in the other depart- 
ments; but each district superintendent has as many 
township superintendents under him as there are 
townships in the district, There is thus an efficient 
force of twenty-two rural workers. 

Through this department every school is visited at 
least once, and some two or three times a year, the 
number of visits depending upon the amount of help 
the individual school needs. To this department all 
the other county officers have recourse if an individual 
school does not report: as the Rural Department is 
on a township basis, and hence in personal connec- 
tion with every school superintendent, it is an easy 
matter for the worker to look up any superintendent 
upon notice of delinquency. This department is 
working to make the rural Sunday-school the social 
center as well as the religious center of all community 
life. The department is doing its work largely on the 
basis of the house-to-house visitation which has been 
completed throughout the county. 

This visitation work was started at the various dis- 
trict conventions, Tie rural superintendent divided 
the county so that each school or group of schools in 
a town had a certain amount of -territory to cover. 
This map, or section of map, was put into the hands 
of the district rural superintendent. He in turn called 
meetings of the men under him, and put the work 
into the hands of the township superintendents. 


These did the directing of the work in their several 
townships by means of meetings with local workers. 

At these local meetings the maps were divided again 
into groups of from fifty to seventy-five homes each. 
Each group was numbered, and then two people were 
designated to do the visiting in this group. In all 
towns where there was more than one school the two 
making the trip were of different denominations, so 
that there should be no suggestion of proselyting. 

The county rural superintendent set a certain week 
during which this visitation work was to be completed. 
Each visitor was provided with complete catechisms 
giving the information needed for their work, and 
visitation slips, which were made out in duplicate and 
provided for the following statistics : township, town, 
date, names of members of family, age of those under 
twenty-one, promised for Sunday-school, attend what 
Sunday-school, member of what church, what church 
preferred, whether the family owned or rented, and 
location of their business center. From a slip rightly 
filled out we could tell which class in the Sunday- 
school they should or did belong to, by means of the 
age indicated. When one did not go to Sunday- 
school or church the religious preference was shown. 
By the ‘‘rent or own’’ we ascertained whether they 
were movable or stationary. 

When the slips and catechisms were supplied and 
the maps given to the different workers, all was ready 
for the visitation. In one week nearly five hundred 
workers were going from house to house in Madison 
county getting these statistics. There were, of course, 
some loose ends which had to be caught up later, but 
out of a possible 12,500 homes in the county, 12,000 
slips were completed within a month. 

These slips showed surprising needs. There were 
hundreds of homes with no religious preference what- 
ever. Those with merely a religious preference, but 
no definite connection with any religious institution, 
reached into the thousands. The definite figures will 
soon be in print, along with the results of a social 
survey carried on by Syracuse and Colgate Universi- 
ties, working through the Church Council, which is 
affiliated with the Sunday-school work. 

When the actual figures are known they will likely 
be appalling. An example is : one community of one 
hundred and thirty homes without any religious ser- 
vice, nor had it had one in over twelve years. This 
community was shut in on all sides but one by high 
hills; and the open side was more than four miles 
from a church, and that one of only seventeen mem- 
bers and with very little enthusiasm. In fact, eight 
or nine situations similar to this were found. The 
rural department is planning to start schools in each 
of these localities, and in the fall the evangelistic de- 
partment is to take up a two weeks’ campaign covering 
the entire county. 

For next winter we are planning a campaign along 
the lines of community betterment. This will be car- 
ried on in connection with the state Sunday-school 
office. The campaign will provide libraries, lantern 
slides, clubs for both boys and girls with an aim at 
clean athletics as well as moral instruction, 

In the spring we are to t.ave a system of picnics end- 
ing in a general county meet during our annual con- 
vention. The school or community sending the best 
team is given a cup asa mark of their superiority. 
Hence county-wide interest is secured. 

There is a Press Departmentinthecounty. During 
our recent efficiency campaign, which was on a percent 
basis, this department kept our county thermometer 
going in every county paper. This registered the gain 
each week and under it was printed the name of each 
school and the point or points they had gained that 
week, This was a great stimulation of interest both 
to the workers themselves and to those on the outside, 
and it also led to competition amongt the schools. 

So it is that by this ‘‘closer to the soil’’ plan of or- 
ganization each county officer is in almost direct con- 
nection with every part of the county ; that Madison 
County was able to carry on a complete house-to-house 
visitation; that she was able to jump from 54 to 82 
percent efficiency in four months ; and then was able 
to close the year with a six hundred delegate conven- 
tion.—f H. Carpenter, Superintendent of the De- 
pariment of Visitation and Rural Work, Chitte- 
nango, N. Y. 
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' Bible “ Discrepancies” as Archeology Sees Them | 


What the tablets say about Sennacherib and other points 
in Bible history that have been called in question 


The month’s Archeological Review, by Pro- 
fessor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 














How Did Moses Find the Water? 


ROFESSOR COBERN'S enthusiastic presentation 
of biblical archeology makes a stir wherever 
this eloquent scholar goes. Oratory has always 

been something of a glamour added to a man’s mes- 
sage. Where its usefulness in arresting attention and 
securing a hearing ends, and its danger of conveying 
false impressions begins, is always a problem. Most 
scholars eschew it so much that they do not get a 
sympathetic hearing from the public, but it may be 
that sometimes unusual elequence makes questionable 
use of this legitimate sensationalism. 

Perhaps the foregoing remarks will be a sufficient 
reply to a western correspondent who sends a press 
report of a lecture of Professor Cobern, from which I 
quote as follows : ‘* Professor Cobern visited the oasis 
at Kadesh-Barnea, where Moses struck the rock with 
his rod and brought forth water for the Israelites, He 
declared that Moses knew of the presence of the 
spring and that he had struck the rock to indicate to 
his followers that water was to be found there."’ The 
correspondent then inquires, ‘‘ What Professor Kyle 
would have to say about that.’’ 

As I did not hear the lecture referred to, I do not 
know exactly what the distinguished professor said. 
The account quoted does not give his words, but only 
an impression of them, nor does it indicate where 
Professor Cobern thought Moses got his knowledge, 
whether he received it in natural ways or by revela- 
tion. So I do not know what Professor Cobern thinks 
about this matter. 

What I think about it is this : Whether the obtain- 
ing of water by Moses be regarded as a miracle of 
knowledge or a miracle of power, it is still a miracle, 
Also, whether or not it was a miracle of knowledge, it 
certainly was a miracle of power. 

In the case of the manna, if any one should prove, 
as 1 do not think any one will, though it has often 
been suggested, that the manna was nothing more 
than an exudation of the tarfa-tree, which is not a 
food at all, but a cathartic, yet the supplying of the 
manna would still be a miracle of power. For no 
such quantity of the gum from the tarfa-trees was ever 
produced in the whole peninsula in the whole period 
of forty years to make one good dinner for Israel on 
one day of the wilderness journey. 

So in the case of the water ; if any one thinks there 
was a miracle of knowledge, if perchance God revealed 
to Moses the whereabouts of a subterranean stream, 
we must still believe in a miracle of power in the case, 
for no such copious natural supply of water exists in 
that region, nor does the character of the region war- 
rant the belief that it could exist unknown. 


% 
Who Killed Sennacherib ? 


OME records concerning Esarhaddon which Pro- 
fessor Johns of Cambridge announces as ‘* Fresh 
Light on the History of Esarhaddon,’’ have re- 

cently been published by V. Scheil. 

Now do not say, Who was Esarhaddon? but read 
in 2 Kings 19: 36, 37, ‘*So Sennacherib king of 
Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt 
at Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was wor- 
shipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adram- 
melech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the 
sword: and they escaped into the land of Ararat. 
And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.’’ Thus 
the two sons of Sennacherib murdered him after his 
return from the disastrous campaign against Egypt 
and ‘* Esarhaddon reigned in his stead.’ 

Professor Johns calls attention to the fact that former 
discoveries in the Babylonian Chronicle and the story 
of Nabonidus attribute the murder to ‘*‘Sennacherib’s 
son,’’ not ‘*sons,’’ as the Bible account gives it. 
Now while there is no real discrepancy here, for the 
Bible account would be entirely satisfied with one 
parricide, whose hand actually did the horrible deed, 
and a brother implicated in the crime, accessory be- 
fore or after the fact, yet it is gratifying to find that 
the new information recognizes more than one person 
involved in this crime, by virtue of which Esarhaddon 
came to the throne. It speaks of ‘*them’’ and 
¢* their.’ 

This is one more to be added to the many examples, 


in the history of biblical discovery, of the refutation 
of the fallacy that every discrepancy is to be accepted 
as a real obstacle to the historicity of the ‘Scripture 
account and interpreted against the Bible. 


V. Scheil, discussed by Professor C. H. W. Johns, Pro- 
ceedings of the Society of Biblical Archeology, Febru- 
ary, 1915. 

% 


Ancient Egypt’s Supreme God 


GYPT was a land of ‘**gods many and lords 
many.”’ It might almost have been said of that 
land as was said of the capital of Greece, that it 

was ‘easier to find a godthan aman,"’ Yet the Egyp- 
tians in their philosophical treatises, probably in their 
mysteries and in their theological writings, and cer- 
tainly sometimes in narrative, did rise to the idea of 
God, without any distinctive title. The recent repub- 
lication of an hieroglyphic inscription in the Museum 
of the Louvre (stele C 14) gives a very clear instance 
of such idea of God among the Egyptians. A father 
in speaking of some achievement of his son said, 
«*Since God hath ordained it, he executes it and he 
does it well.’’ It is worth while to notice this as evi- 
dence that the Egyptians did reach ihe idea of a su- 
preme God, though it is not certain that any of them 
ever attained to the conception of one only God. 
Henri Sottas, Recueil de Travaux, 1914, pages 164, 165. 


% 
To Find Pharaoh’s Chariots 


A correspondent asks concerning the place at which 
Israel crossed the Red Sea: ‘If it is known, even within 
a range of twenty miles, is it not likely that some of the 
chariots and other war equipment of the Egyptians, by 
deep-sea dredging could be found and brought to light 
and used as are other archeological finds as additional 
proofs of the accuracy of the Old ‘Testament ?”* 


ANY persons have asked this question. Most 
of them have not gone as far as to think out 
any of the details of the problem as this corre- 

spondent has done, If he had but gone a little far- 
ther in the same direction he would have answered 
his own question, A line twenty miles in length is a 
long line to explore, The width over which search 
would need to be made varies from one to ten miles, 
an average of five miles, There has been change in 
land-levels here, either from movement in the earth’s 
crust or by the shifting of sand on the seashore, or 
both. So the exploration must needs be not only 
twenty miles long and five miles wide, but must go 
down to a depth at least as great as the excavation for 
the Suez Canal,—that is, to sea-level. Thus the ex- 
cavation would need to be to the depth of the canal, 
one hundred and seventy times its average width, 
considering its top and bottom, and twenty miles in 
length. As the canal is only one hundred miles in 
length, the suggested exploration would need to be a 
project at least thirty-four times as great as the digging 
of the Suez Canal! 

The amount of money at the disposal of any ex- 
plorer is so infinitesimal compared with such a pro- 
ject, and the hope of striking the exact spot at which 
the relics lie early in the excavation is so small that, 
—well, I am sure no one will want any farther expla- 
nation, 


% 
When Under the Fig-Tree 


-“ HEN thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw 
thee’’ (John 1 : 48). The shade of a tree 
is a favorite spot in the Orient, and was 

still more so of old, when people lived nearer to 
nature. On the monuments, kings and nobles are 
frequently pictured under a tree. So we read that 
‘«An angel of the Lord sat under an oak,”’ that a man 
of God was found ‘sitting under an oak,’’ and of the 
prophetess who ‘‘ dwelt under the palm-tree of De- 
borah,’’ and the delightsomeness of life in the prom- 
ised land was summed up in the expression ** own 
vine and fig-tree.’’ 

So Nathanael was under the fig-tree, one of the 
most refreshing shade trees in Palestine. This was a 
place to which a man goes for ease and enjoyment. 
Whatever Nathanael may have been doing, he was 
‘¢under the fig-tree’’ for ease, comfort and pleasure 


and recreation, yet Jesus’ eye was upon him ¢here, 
his eye with the saving look in it. One does not 
need to be miserable in order to be saved. There 
are many, very many, of the best of the delights of 
life within the scope of the saving look of Jesus. Are 
there not enough? Why should we venture afield 
after those delights the enjoyment of which is beyond 
the saving look of Jesus? 


% 
Why Daniel was ‘‘ The Third Ruler ’”’ 


NYTHING that contributes toward the establish- 
ment of the historicity of the narrative in the 
book of Daniel is always welcomed by those 

who have tenaciously held to the historical portions 
of that book as trustworthy. Those of the contrary 
view may speak for themselves: it has sometimes 
been suspected that such an archeological contribu- 
tion is rather a little disconcerting to the critical 
theory of which they feel so sure, and so is not too 
cordially welcomed. 

Well, welcome or unwelcome, here is something 
interesting. Dr, Pinches, in the Expository Times, 
discusses a tablet of the twelfth year of Nabonidus, 
five years before his dipossession of the kingdom, in 
which a contractor makes oath, ‘‘ the oath of Naboni- 
dus, king of Babylon, and Belshazzar, the king’s 
son.’’ Belshazzar is well known from the cuneiform 
records as ‘*the king’s son,’’ but this oath indicates 
pretty surely that the son, Belshazzar, was counted as 
practically the equal of his father in the kingdom and 
so to be one of the royal names to be mentioned in a 
legal oath. This is a new testimony to the correctness 
of the statement that Daniel was to be made ‘* the 
third ruler in the kingdom."’ 


4 
What was Darius’ Position Under Cyrus? 


R. PINCHES makes mention also of another 
tablet from the same collection mentioned in 
the preceding note, that of Mr. W. Harding 

Smith, also a contract tablet, which contributes an- 
other valuable piece of information. ‘This time it is 
concerning the governor of Babylon in the fourth year 
of Cambyses,—that is, thirteen years after the taking 
of the city by the troops of Cyrus. In this contract 
it is specified for the contractor that «If he does not 
bring (an amount) he will commit a sin against Go- 
bryas, governor of Babylon.’’ But the date of this 
contract runs, ‘t Erech, month Marchesvan, day gth, 
year 4th Cambyses, king of Babylon, king of lands." 

The book of Daniel says, ‘‘ And Darius the Median 
took the kingdom’’ after the death of Belshazzar. 
The Babylonian chronicle reads, ‘‘ In Marchesvan by 
night, on the 11th, Gobryas in. . . and the son of the 
king was killed’’ (Clay, Light on the Old Testament 
from Babel, p. 375), and here in this contract tablet 
we find Gobryas, probably, though not certainly, the 
same Gobryas, governor of Babylon, whose rule ex- 
tended over Erech near by, at the same time that 
Cambyses is ‘‘king of Babylon, king of lands,’’— 
that is, the Great King, the Emperor. 

Dr. Pinches, speaking of Darius and Gobryas, says 
of the latter, ‘‘ whom we must identify with him,’’— 
that is, with Darius the Median. I very much hesi- 
tate even to seem to dissent from the opinion of this 
distinguished Assyriologist. Would not the situation 
described in this tablet, when Gobryas was ‘‘ governor 
of Babylon,’’ with rule extending over Erech at the 
same time that Cambyses was ‘‘ King of Babylon, 
king of lands,’’ be fully satisfied if there was another 
who was ‘‘viceroy of all Babylonia’’? The titles 
seem to me rather to suggest this. There is no evi- 
dence that the rule of Gobryas extended beyond the 
cities named. So there may have been a similar state 
of affairs at the time of the taking of Babylon when a 
Gobryas was the officer in command at the occupation 
of Babylon according to the Babylonian chronicle, at 
the same time that ‘‘ Darius the Median took the 
kingdom,”’ according to the book of Daniel, —that is, 
became viceroy of the whole province of Babylonia 
under Cyrus, king of Babylon, king of lands. 

Theophilus G. Pinches, LL.D., Expository Times, 
April, 1915, pp. 297-299. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON I. 


Golden Text: Be sure your sin will find you out.—Numbers, 32 :23 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


PHILADELPHIA newspaper last spring told of 

an interesting experiment made by a young 

New England theological student. To go on 

with his divinity school tuition he needed money. 

So he decided to rob the office safe of a manufactur- 

ing company. While at this money-raising endeavor 

he was shot by a night watchman, after a desper- 

ate struggle, and, the paper said, probably fatally 

wounded. When told by physicians that he could live 

only a few hours, the student confessed that he was 

after money, saying that he needed it for the purpose 
already mentioned. 

It was an astounding case, you say? And an utterly 
exceptionalone? Yes, in some ways. In other ways 
perhaps it was no stranger than many of the things 
that we have all done. We shall see why, before 
we get through with to-day’s lesson. 


Our Background Material 


** Be sure your sin will find you out,” God has been 
saying to men since the days of the Garden of Eden. 
Yet mankind in general has never believed this. So 
each age or dispensation has ended and must end 
in a judgment from God, as sin has ‘‘found out” 
men. The Age of Innocence ended in the judgment 
of Expulsion from Eden (Gen. 3: 14-24). ‘The Age 
of Conscience ended in the judgment of the Flood 
(Gen. 6: 5-7; 7: 11, 23). The Age of Human Govern- 
ment ended in the judgment of Confusion of Tongues 
(Gen. 11: 1-4, 6-9). The Age of Promise ended in 
the judgment of. Bondage in Egypt (Exod. 1 : 13, 14). 
The Age of Law ended in the judgment of Captivity 
and Dispersion (2 Kings 17: 5,6; 25: 1-11). The 
Age of Grace (in which we are now living) is to end, 
our Lord has told us, in ‘* judgment upon an unbe- 
lieving world and an apostate church ” (Luke 17 : 26- 
30; 18: 8; 2 Thess. 2: 7-12). And in the seventh or 
Millennial Age, even though Christ himself will have 
been reigning over this earth as its recognized king, 
men’s sin will find them out, as the age ends in 
judgment (Rev. 20: 7-9). ‘Then follows the consum- 
mating judgment of all the ages, that of the Great 
White Throne (Rev. 20: 11-15). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are t» lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 


The laws of God told Ahab to keep his hands off 
Naboth’s vineyard. Get the class to look up and 
discuss Leviticus 25:23, Numbers 36:7, Ezekiel 
46:18. Then ask them the question, was Naboth 
churlish when he refused to part with his vineyard ? 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 1) believes that Naboth’s 
character shows up creditably; and Dr. Mackie (1) 
discusses Naboth’s objection to selling his vineyard, 
as does also Mr. Rogers (1). 

The whole lesson incident strikingly suggests 
Satan’s attempt to secure for himself the vineyard 
(Israel and this world) which belongs to Jesus Christ, 
by having Christ killed and put out of the way, and 
thus gaining an illegitimate ownership in the coveted 
property. In Isaiah 5: 1-7 Israel is described as the 
vineyard of Jehovah. In Matthew 21 : 33-41 we have 
the parable of the vineyard which was let out to hus- 
bandmen while the owner went into another country. 
Here it is men, under the control of Satan, who kill 
the son of the owner that they may ‘ take his inherit- 
ance.” Matthew 21: 41 parallels God’s judgment on 
Ahab. 

Ahab offers Naboth ‘‘a better vineyard,” or ‘‘ the 
worth of it in money,” if Naboth will part with his 
possession,—which had come to him through God’s 
grace. The Adversary always offers us something 
better, or as good, if we will part with God’s gifts to 
us. And the Adversary always lies in this offer, for 
he can give us neither anything better nor anything 
nearly as good as that which is ours from God. 
Nothing could rightfully compensate Naboth for the 
loss of his ancestral inheritance. 

So Naboth invoked God himself against Ahab’s 
proposal : ** Jehovah forbid it me.” And we have a 
right and a duty always to invoke God himself 
against every proposal of Satan to separate us from 
our possessions in Christ. If in faith we say, ‘‘ Jeho- 
vah forbid it me,’’ He will keep us safe. 

Then a still better (or worse) representative of 
Satan comes upon the scene, in Jezebel. ‘I will 
give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.” 
Just as Satan said to the Jews, ‘‘I will give thee the 
vineyard of Jesus the Nazarene.” Yes, Jezebel 
gave Ahab his vineyard, and Satan gave the Jews 
their vineyard: but at what a price!.;,They all 


OCTOBER 3. ELIJAH IN NABOTH’S VINEYARD 


1 Kings 21. Commit verses 17-19 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 21 ; 11-20.) 


1r And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles 
who dwelt in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, ac- 
cording as it was written in the letters which she had sent unto 
them. 12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth !on high 
among the people. 13 And the two men, the base fellows, 
came in and-sat before him ; and the base fellows bare witness 
against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the peo- 
ple, saying, Naboth did ? curse God and the king. Then they 
carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him to death with 
stones. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is 
stoned, and is dead. 15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel 
heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel 
said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money ; for 
Naboth is not alive, but dead. 16 And it came to pass, when 
Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go 
down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take posses- 
sion of it. 

17 And the word ot Jehovah came to Elijah the Tishbite, 
saying, 18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who 
dwelleth in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, 
whither he is gone down to take possession of it. 19 And thou 
shalt speak unto him, saying, ‘hus saith Jehovah, Hast thou 
killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto 
him, saying, Thus saith Jehovah, In the place where dogs 
licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thine. 20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O 
mine enemy? And he answered, I have found thee, because 
thou hast sold thyself to dothat which is evil in the sight of 
Jehovah. 

1 Or, at the head of 2 Or, renounce 


The American Revision copyright. 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 








got what they went after ; and they paid the price 
(Matt. 27: 25). It is a costly thing to secure Naboth’s 
vineyard; it costs blood, which is the life. What 
Ahab bought in his bargain with Satan is shown by 
Mr. Howard. 

Satan and his followers caz do what they set out 
to do,—for a time. Satan has been holding the vine- 
yard that belongs to Jesus for scores of centuries 
(1 John 5: 19). Ahab held Naboth’s vineyard for a 
time. But the rightful owner of the vineyard of 
— (as Naboth could not) will assert his rights and 

is ownership ‘‘ when... the Lord of the vineyard 
shall come”’ (Matt. 21 : 40). 

Note the striking parallel between the methods of 
Jezebel and the Jews. ‘*Two men, base fellows,” 
were secured who did ‘* bear witness against him,” 
Naboth (vs. 10, 13). There ‘‘came two, and said” 
false witness against Jesus Christ (Matt. 26: 60). 

The ‘*deal” was. put through by the ‘‘elders and 
the nobles” (v. 8), as it was put through Dy the lead- 
ers of the Jews against Jesus, 

Naboth was falsely accused of blasphemy against 
God and treason against the king. Jesus was falsely 
accused of blasphemy (Matt. 26: 65), and of treason 
against the king (Luke 23: 2). Punishment of the 
blasphemy charge to-day in the Turkish Empire is 
described by Dr. Mackie (2). 

Jezebel is the personification of Satan: unscrupu- 
lous, murderous, devilishly shrewd and resourceful, 
accomplishing great temporary triumphs. The elders 
and the nobles of Naboth’s city did as Jezebel directed. 
The elders and chief priests of Jesus’ own people did 
Satan’s bidding in their temporarily successful plot 
against Jesus. ‘Then they carried him fNaboth] 
forth out of the city, and stoned him to death with 
stones.” ‘* They took Jesus therefore: and he went 
out... where they crucified him” (John 19: 17, 18). 

We can hear Satan speaking to Jezebel and Ahab: 
** Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth 
the Jezreelite. . . for Naboth is not alive, but dead.” 
So Satan in effect said to the Jews: ‘' Arise, take 

ossession of the vineyard of Jesus of Nazareth; for 
) Pees is not alive, but dead.” 

Ahab’s taking of the vineyard had a show of legal- 
ity (Griffith Thomas, II, 3). Does this sort of thing 
happen to-day? Indeed it does, as Mr. Ridgway (1) 
makes plain. Why the elders did Jezebel’s bidding 
is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4). 

Then falls the blow of God, right in the midst of 
the vineyard that had been seized by murder. God’s 
word to Elijah (v. 18) is terrifically dramatic. Ahab 
**is in the vineyard of Naboth,... he is gone down to 
take possession of it.” Those who accept Satan’s offers 
may get just what he has offered them, but they get 
with it his wages (Rom. 6: 23). Ahab’s bargain 
with the devil is discussed in Pucker’s class (4, 5). 


‘Tell the class about the awful promissory note 


(Rogers, 6, 7). 

Who was really guilty of Naboth’s death? Get 
the class to discuss this, then give them the points 
made by Mrs. Baldwin (1, 2) and by Mr. Rogers (2). 
What commandments did Ahab break? See Mrs. 
Baldwin (3), Mr. Rogers (3). 

Why did Ahab call his best friend ‘‘ mine enemy”? 
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(v. 20.) See Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 7; III, 10; and 
Mr. Ridgway, 2. Ahab could have repented and 
let Elijah lead him to God and to heaven, Ahab’s 
sin was only the same sin that David had committed 
against Uriah,—except that David's sin seems in 
some ways worse. But David's was repented of, for- 
given, blotted out. Ahab had David's same forgiv- 
ing God to turn to; but he would not turn. 

To attempt to get anything for ourselves in a way 
that is contrary to God's will is sin; its end is certain 
failure. Every one who tries to cut across God's will 
in any way is as foolish and as doomed to defeat as 
was the theological student who stole money for his 
theological tuition. ‘lhe awful literalness of the ful- 
filment of God's word as predicted through Elijah to 
Ahab is given in 2 Kings 9. The entire chapter 
should be read. 


The Truth That Is Golden 

It is one of the black lessons of the year. Yet the 
awful penalty proclaimed by the Golden Text is 
really only additional evidence and guarantee of the 
holiness and love of God, and of his certain salva- 
tion and safekeeping for those who turn to him from 
their sin in repentance and in faith in Christ. It is 
because God's hatred of sin is so terrible, his obliga- 
tion to punish it so inescapable, and his love for the 
sinner so boundless, that he was willing to pay the 
penalty of the sinner’s sin by His own death. ‘The 
extremes of God’s holiness and sin’s hopelessness 
each prove the other. So this terrible lesson of Na- 
both’s vineyard only throws into brighter relief the 
breadth and length and height and depth of the 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge (Eph. 3 : 18, 
19). Sin abounds in this lesson ; but ‘‘ where sin 
abounded, grace did abound more exceedingly: that, 
as sin reigned in death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 5 : 20, 21). 


Teaching Points 

Naboth made Ahab very angry because he refused to 
yield to Ahab’s wrong purpose. It is our privilege and 
duty to keep Satan continuously angry with us as we say to 
his infamous proposals, ‘‘ I will not give thee the inheritance 
of my fathers ’”’ (v. 4). 

Because the universe is created and controlled bya holy 
and sinless and loving God, sin in his universe must inevit- 
ably work destruction, Ifit were not so this universe would 
all become hell. 

‘That God is a God of mercy and forgiveness is strikingly 
shown in verses 27-29. The slightest intimation of Ahab’s 
repentance was instantly met by a loving response from God. 
If Ahab had gone farther, God could have gone farther, and 
he would have. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was Ahab’s offer to Naboth in verse 2 a fair one? 

Might Jezebel have been such a character as was Elijah 
or Paul if she had repented and accepted God in his fulness ? 

Why did not the elders and nobles of Naboth’s city de- 
cline to take orders from Jezebel ? 

Why did God permit the treachery of Jezebel and the 
others, and the death of Naboth? 

Why does God permit sin? 

How can one person make another sin? (v. 22, last 
clause). 

What do you think Ahab’s real attitude was, in verse 27 ? 

Can you describe any incidents in present-day life, among 
young people or older, similar to the action of Jezebel against 
Naboth, though not going to such an extreme? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


| For the teacher to give the class aweek ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. } 


Elijah Taken Up into Heaven (2 Kings 2 : 1-12) 


When people say ‘‘as sure as death and taxes” 
they talk about the taxes as pretty certain, and about 
death as absolutely certain. But death is not sure to 
come to every one. It hasn’t come to every one in 
the past ; and it is not going to come to every one in 
the future. Next Sunday’s lesson gives us God’s own 
account of the miracle by which he took one man 
into heaven without dying. 

-Whom else in the Bible can you mention who went to 
heaven without dying? 

. Why did Elijah not wish to have Elisha with him (vs. 2, 
4)? 

What did Elisha mean by ‘*a double portion of thy 
spirit??? 

What does the Bible tell us as to other human beings 
who are yet to go to be with the Lord without passing 
through death? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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ANY people think Shakespeare based his de- 
lineation of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth on 
Ahab and Jezebel, and certainly the story of 

this chapter tends to support the idea. Macbeth is 
like Ahab, not without redeeming features, but weak 
and unable to withstand the temptation of yielding 
to the stronger character of his wife. Lady Macbeth 
is also very like Jezebel,—able, determined, cruel, 
and set on stirring up her husband to action. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 

Connection.—Although ‘after these things” (v. 1) 
may suggest a close association with the events of 
the preceding chapter, we must connect this lesson 
with that about Elijah at Horeb (chap. 19). Proba- 
bly about five years had elapsed, and at length Eli- 
jah was once more at work, thcugh apparently with- 
out making any impression on the king. Thus far 
Ahab has been seen as a Baal-worshiper; now we 
shall see him violating the Second Table of the Law 
as well. The two show that he was ready to scout 
both the authority of God and the right of man. 

‘The incident of Naboth isimportant in many ways. 
It reveals the awful state of the country through 
idolatry, and it was the immediate cause of the divine 
judgment which brought to an end the house of Ahab. 

Time.—Beecher suggests 906 or 899 B.C., the 
twenty-eighth year of Ahab’s reign, at a period be- 
tween two sanguinary wars. 


II. The Lesson 

The King—Weak Wickedness (vs. 1-4).—Jezreel 
was the name given to a town and a valley (2 Sam. 
2:9; 2 Kings9: 10), between Gilboa and Hermon 
towards tg Naboth, of whom we read only 
here, had a vineyard, and the king particularly 
wanted it to suit his own convenience and to gratify 
his own wish. No one else was consulted. But 
Naboth was unwilling to part with it for any equiva- 
lent (v. 2). There was a human side; it had be- 
longed to his family from old days. But there was 
a religious side aswell. ‘The lawof God was against 
it (Lev. 25 : 23-28; Num. 36:7). Naboth was evi- 
dently one of the 7,000 (19: 18), and it would have 
been wrong for a worshiper of Jehovah to grant the 
king’s request. So it was neither mere sentiment nor 
ill-will, but simple conviction that led Naboth to 
refuse. Had he been willing he could easily have 
taken advantage of the king’s desire and madea 
splendid bargain. (1) 

The action of the king was typical of the Eastern 
monarch who could not get what he wanted. It was 
not so much covetousness as envy, because he was 
willing to pay, but the refusal led to sulkiness which 
revealed the man’s true character. He could not 
bear any opposition to his will. It was another illus- 
tration of Samuel’s warning (1 Sam. 8: 14). Whata 
picture of weak rage and childish sulking. Like a 
spoiled child, accustomed to be humored, his nature 
was essentially feeble and selfish. What a petty 
thing to fume about! How unworthy of manhood! 
It was contemptible to see such unbridled selfishness 
and such adult sulkiness. He was likean overgrown 
baby. Unregulated desires are perilous; men often 
fail here, and then the outcome is greater failure 
after, as weakness darkens into wickedness. Love 
of ease, of self, of one’s own way, tends to indiffer- 
ence to principle. 

The Queen— Strong Wickedness (vs. 5-10). —When 
Jezebel heard of Ahab’s condition and inquired as to 
the cause, he made an unfair reply (v. 6), and then 
she taunted him with his weakness, showing scorn 
and contempt, as much as to say, ‘‘Isthat all?” If 
he was too weak, she would do what was necessary, 
—‘ Infirm of purpose! Give me the daggers.” Then 
she adopted the crafty, but unwarranted and illegal 
method of using Ahab’s authority. Doubtless he 
knew what she was doing, but it was best not to 
inquire. Sealing was a very ancient way of empha- 
sizing authority (Gen. 41 : 42; Dan. 6:17). The let- 
ters were sent to those in positions of authority in 
Jezreel (20:7), and Jezebel evidently stopped at 
nothing, even using religion to gainherends, When 
certain people begin to be serious and religious, it is 
high time to get on guard. (2) 

roclaiming a fast was probably intended to imply 
averting some dreaded calamity, and would also 
afford a legitimate and natural opportunity for a 
public gathering. Naboth was to be ‘‘set on high” 
among the people. This may have been in the place 
of honor, indicative of the royal impartiality, or else, 
as most think, the place of prominence for trial. 
Perhaps the fast was intended to suggest Naboth 
had done something which would lead to calamity if 
not averted, and so the sag stapes place would 
create a prejudice against him from the outset. The 
cynical disregard of decency, and the way in which 
the whole thing was given an air of religion, are un- 


speakable in view of Jezebel’s idolatry. It shows the 
depths possible to the human heart. ‘* The corrup- 
tion of the best is the worst,” and when a woman 
falls so low as this she isindeed bad. And yet what 
a revelation it was of oe. even though used in 
an evil cause. We cannot help admiring the force of 
this ruthless woman,—a force developed by constant 
indulgence in the wrong direction. (3) 

The Elders—Cowardly Wickedness (vs. 11-14).— 
Jezebel evidently felt assured of the subservience of 
the elders, ‘The two men who were to be witnesses 
were another outward homage to the law (Num. 35 : 
30; Deut. 19 : 15), but they were only ‘* base fellows,” 
sons of Belial (Deut, 13:13, marg.). ‘he charge 
against Naboth was that he had by cursing renounced 
God and the king (Exod. 22 : 28; Lev. 24: 16; 2Sam., 
16 : 9), as though Jezebel cared for God! The elders 
either feared Jezebel, or hoped for a reward, or were 
jealous of Naboth and complied readily and without 
any hesitation. ‘There was a mock trial, followed by 
atrocious murder outside the city (again according to 
law, Lev. 24: 14; Acts 7 : 58), and a message to Jeze- 
bel. In the elders we see the double blackness of 
cowardice and wickedness. When these are com- 
bined, both seem blacker. Time-serving is always 
mean, and these men had a splendid opportunity of 
rebuking evil and shielding one whom they must 
have known to be innocent. But when policy, not 
principle, rules life, there is scarcely any limit to the 
possibility of evil. (4) 

The Lord—Perfect Righteousness (vs. 15, 16).— 
As the sons (if any) would also be put to death 
(2 Kings 9 : 26), there would be no heirs left, and, 
further, the goods of traitors were apparently for- 
feited to the crown (2 Sam. 16:4). This would give 
a show of legality to the possession. (5) 

Meanwhile it seemed as though everything had 
gonewell. But they had not reckonedon God. ‘‘ He 
that keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor sleep” 
(Psa, 121: 4). Perhaps Ahab and Jezebel had said 
(or felt) like the man in the Psalms: {‘ God hath for- 
gotten, ... he will never see it” (10: 11), yet all the 
while God had nofed everything and was about to 
work. God cannot be left out of account. ‘There is 
a book of remembrance, and justice will be done, 
though it seem to slumber meanwhile. (6) 

The Prophet—Courageous Righteousness (vs. 16- 
20).—Five years after Carmel God brings out his ser- 
vantagain. He is undaunted now, no vacillation, no 
fear; when the divine order is given he quickly goes to 
confront Ahab, The king was already enjoying his ill- 
gotten possession, but he had not reckoned on meet- 
ing Elijah, The reference to the dogs and Naboth 
would give special point to the announcement of 
judgment (22: 38; 2 Kings 9: 25, 26). No wonder 
Ahab felt Elijah was his enemy, though in fact he 
was his best friend (Gal. 4: 16). The man’s guilty 
and yet seared conscience was at work, revealing the 
old antagonism (17: 1; 18:17, 18; 19:2). But the 
king had become enslaved to evil (v.25; 2 Kings 17: 
17; Rom. 7: 14), and yet was evidently afraid of the 

rophet as he proclaimed God's judgment and pressed 
10me God's claims. (7) 

The prophecies were fulfilled before very long, first 
on Ahab (chap. 22) and then on any = (2 Kings 9). 
But Ahab had been so thoroughly frightened” and 
awed, and showed such signs of repentance (v. 27), 
that God deferred the complete fulfilment of the 
judgment until the daysof Ahab’sson. Theson was 
doubtless already foreseen as wicked, and the divine 
action was similar to that of Solomon (11 : 12). When 
men sin yey cannot help involving others, and the 
solidarity of life as seen to-day is a striking illustra- 
tion of the truth of the divine law which visits the sins 
of the fathers upon the children (Exod. 20:5). Ahab’s 
repentance was doubtless sincere as far as it went, 
but was evidently shallow and did not go far enough 
(Jonah 3: 5). (8) 

Ill, Central Truths 


1. The Awful Description of an Ungodly Man,— 
‘* Thou hast sold thyself to do evil” (v. 20). Ahab’s 
price was Jezebel, for he had yielded conscience, 
honor,peace, everything, toher. His good points, how- 
ever redeeming, did not constitute character, for ‘‘ one 
swallow does not make asummer.” He was weak, 
selfish, irresolute, and all this was due to the awful 
fact that*he had ‘sold himself.” Like Goethe's 
Faust, he paid the price of evil, and lost. So it is to- 
day with many; no auctioneer says, ‘‘so much for 
such a price." There is no open transaction, or it 
might lead people tothink and repent. Butin silence, 
in darkness, the unwritten agreement is made, and 
men find themselves ‘‘ sold to do evil.” (9) 

2. The Terrible Blindness of an Ungodly Man. 
—Ahab regarded Elijah as his foe, but in reality he 
was his friend. True friendship is not allowing us 
to have our own way, prophesying smooth things. 
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‘* Faithful are the wounds of a friend" (Prov. 27 : 6). 
The very best thing a friend can sometimes do for 
us is to lay hold of us and prevent us from going 
headlong to ruin. The blindness of Ahab was un- 
speakable. Jezebel was his worst enemy and Elijah 
his one true friend, if only his blindness would have 
allowed him to see it. (10) 

3. Lhe Certain End of an Ungodly Man.—In the 
very first battle after this meeting with Elijah, Ahab 
was slain, and his wife and son were killed in one 
day not very long afterward. So it is always. 
‘* Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7). There is nothing truer to-day, though 
it is often overlooked, than the retribution that falls 
on sin. 


‘¢ Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind 
exceeding small, 
Though with patience Ile stands waiting, with exactness 
grinds IIe all,” 


This is the meaning of the Golden Text. Not that 
sin is always ‘‘ found out,” but that it always finds 
out the sinner. (41) 

4. The Certain Triumph of Righteousness.—Does 
it pay to be honest’? It does,—always. A man was 
visited by a Christian on a Sunday, and was found 
making up his accounts. ‘‘I always spend Sunday 
this way,” he sneered. ‘‘ Yes,” said the Christian, 
**and you will spend the day of judgment in the same 
way,—making up your accounts.” ‘his world does 
not settle everything. Naboth was killed, but the 
future life will put all straight and record the abso- 
lute justice of God. For this reason comes the word : 
**Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are 
the issues of life” (Prov. 4 :23). (12) 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. The King—Weak Wickedness (Luke 12 : 13-21). 
2. The Queen—Strong Wickedness (Micah 2 : 1-10). 
3. The Elders—Cowardly Wickness (Isa. 65 : 13-16). 
4. The Lord—Perfect Righteousness (Matt. 16 : 24-28). 
5. The Prophet—Courageous Righteousness (Isa. 50: 

5-10). 

Wryc irre CoL_Lece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Civic Corruption.— 7he men of his city... did as 
Jezebel had sent unto them (vy. 11). ‘Bad as a bad 
man can be, a bad woman has him skinned a mile,” 
as Uncle Billysays. No argument proves the super- 
iority of the fair sex like the corrupting influence of 
an attractive and smart bad woman, Vice versa. 
Jezebel had been able to corrupt the nation so com- 
pletely that its leading men were as insensible to 
murder as some of the degraded African tribes. God 
help that land whose people can be used by evil 
rulers (Prov. 16: 12; Eccles. 3: 16, 17). I have just 
been with Mr. George Porter, Sunday-school man, 
Director of Public Safety in the Blankenburg reform 
administration of Philadelphia. So corrupt was that 
great city that in order to protect Porter’s life his 
friends had to raise fifty thousand dollars and employ 
the Burns detective agency. His home was attacked 
and even invaded by those who Would crush him for 
his efforts toclean upthe city. In New York City they 
have just sent a high police official and his ‘ gun- 
men” to the electric chair. We are Jezebelistic in 
spots. God help us when we get that way all over. 
Which we oho get very soon if nobody took any 
more interest in religion and clean politics than you 
do, Mr. Let-the-women-do-it. (1) 

In Politics.—Zhey ... set Naboth on high among 
the people (v. 12). When ‘‘the gang” comes around 
with great unselfishness and sweet words and solicits 
that you run for the office, just remember poor Na- 
both. When you run for office run against ‘the 
gang,” never with it. You may never be elected to 
oe but your wreck will never strew the rocky 
shore of politics, Was Naboth’s downfall due to 
going into politics? Could the job have been set up 
on him if he had stuck to the old farm and been more 
interested in the schools of the prophets than the 
politics of the city. I don't know; was only wonder- 
ing. Years ago I used to be a lieutenant of a political 
boss, with good prospects for the future. Then I got 
into the Sunday-school and a politics, brass 
bands, new roofs for church-sheds, etc. Another 
fellow who succeeded me has kept in politics and has 
a palace on a hill-side, a show farm—and lots-of en- 
emies who say things. He is a fine fellow, an old 
friend of mine, and I believe him to be an honest 
man. But few would want what he gets for being 
in politics and a ‘‘boss.” What will become of the 
country if good men don’t go into politics? Like 
Israel, of course. Porterin Philadelphia has to be 
watched over by Burns’ detectives. Yet you, and 
some more, cannot be persuaded that religion is 
patriotism (Psa. 144: 15; Deut. 33 : 29). 

The Good Wife.—/ezebel said to Ahab, Arise (v. 
15). This is the sort of wife to have. One that can 
say, *‘ Arise,” when a fellow is away down. But 
alas, she was not on our side. If Elijah could have 
had some'niasterful woman at his elbowto nerve him 
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witb a good word the history might have been hap- 
pier. bachelor. Genesis 2: 18 is true, unless she 
is a Jezebel. During the coming week in thou- 
sands of homes where sit cast-down and despairing 
men will come the cheering and stirring call, ** Arise.” 
Women will speak it. And men will stand up and 
take a new and firmer grip on the ladder of life and 
climb on up to success. Said the wife of one of 
Philadelphia's most successful manufacturers to me, 
‘‘ Barton used to get awfully blue and about ready to 
quit. I told him to trust our heavenly Father and 
goon. I made ends meet on two dollars and a half 
a week for the table.” You've got that kind too, as 
you will find if the time ever comes. God has made 
them by the thousands (Prov. 19 : 14). 


Dan Crawford.—Hast thou found me, O mine en- 
emy?... I have found thee (v. 20). Elijah was 
Ahab’s best friend. And back of Elijah was the best 
friend yet, a Friend who was sending Elijah on a 
mission of salvation. There are two hundred, plus, 
religions in the world. Only one gospel. In the two 
hundred man is after God. Jn the one gospel God is 
after man. To save him (John 6: 39; 2 Pet. 3: 9). 
1 have just been sitting with Dan Crawford, ‘* Think- 
ing Black” missionary. He was two years ‘ boring 
in” to African heathenism. He lived among the 
blacks like themselves, eating ants and other * black”’ 
stuff. Was he after ivory and rubber? He was after 
souls. He was there a prophet of God to rebuke them 
for sin and to save. Yes, twenty-three years of it 
without a break, grappling with cannibalism, that the 
black man might know God and be regenerated. 
With what result? Instead of reeking huts there are 
six miles of smiling cottages. Instead of meandering 
footpaths through the jungle there are sixty miles of 
fine roads. ‘These whilom degraded cannibals have 
been found by God’s prophet and transformed into 
Christian men and women. ‘I have found thee,” said 
the prophet. Every man from Cain down,with human 
blood on his hands, has heard these ominous words. 
If not in the ear by day, inthe soul by night. For God 
is ever after the sinning sons of his love, and never 
for revenge, but for salvation, (2) 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers gre invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the ‘Times 

three months in advance of the lesson date, A circular explain- 

ing the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, 
‘will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Caught.—Be sure your sin will find you out 
(Golden Text). Professor Petrie, the eminent Egypt- 
ologist, while exploring about thirty-five miles from 
Cairo discovered a tomb of the Twelfth Dynasty 
that thieves had broken into thousands of years ago. 
A tragedy attended the robbery, as Professor Petrie 
also discovered. ‘The Sunday School Times calls it 
*‘a tragedy of providential justice.” ‘It appears,” 
says Professor Petrie, ‘‘ that the plunderers removed 
only a few bricks, so that a man could crawl into the 
tomb. One of the men entered, opened the coffin, 
lifted the mummy out and laid it across the coffin, so 
that he could easily unwind the bandages. He first 
found a collar of beads, which he passed out into the 
shaft, where we found it. Then he came to the 
jewel (a beautiful work of gold and colored gems), 
and took it from the body. Before he could do any- 
thing more the roof apparently fell in, and crushed 
him and the mummy. Theother robbers, seeing the 
fate of their accomplice, abandoned the tomb, and 
filled in the shaft to hide their guilt.” The explorers 
found the skeleton of the robber beside that of the 
mummy.—/n the Youth's Companion, quoted from 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by W. /. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. (1) 


On the Other Side.—Ze sure your sin will find 
you out (Golden Text). On some docks in our great 
seaboard cities the sign may be seen, ‘‘Stowaways 
prosecuted on the other side.” Two months’ impris- 
onment is the penalty. The stowaway is a man who 
has sneaked in and hidden himself to steal a passage 
across the water. _ Is it not true of all who unrepent- 
ant leave these mortal shores, that they shall be 
‘** prosecuted on the other side”? Sin will find the 
sinner out in the life beyond, if not fully in this life. 
—From the New York Christian Advocate. Sent 
by J. 1. Whitley, Chester, Virginia. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this illustration. (2) 


Not Easy to Drown.— Ze sure your sin will find 
you out (Golden Text). A man who got into trouble 
through wrong-doing said he would drown his trou- 
bles in drink. Sometime afterward he was asked 
by a friend if he had got rid of his troubles. ‘‘ No, 
curse ’em,” said he, ‘‘ ¢A4ey can swim.”—Sent by Rev, 
W. Hetherington, Addiscombe, Surrey, Eng. (3) 


Sin’s Inflammability.— Be sure your sin will find 
you out (Golden Text). ‘‘ One Fourth of July (I will 
never forget), says David S. Fry, Newport, Pa., ‘‘1 
dropped a little gasoline on the cellar floor. Some 


time after that I thought the best way to get rid of it 
would be to set it on fire. 


I put a match .to the place 
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where I had spilled the liquid, and in a flash a space 
ten feet in diameter was ablaze, and a disastrous fire 
narrowly averted. In my absence the volatile fluid 
had spread rapidly. Sin, no matter how small at the 
beginning, will spread and spread until, with all our 
scheming, we are not able to keep the knowledge 
of it within ourselves.”—Sent by James D. Lawson, 
Charlottetown, P. E. I. (4) 


The Hidden Scourge.—e sure your sin will find 
you ont (Golden Text). Some time ago scientific 
men made investigations into the cause of a conta- 
gious disease which had spread over the city of Mos- 
cow. It turned out that a young man had been 
acaage | goldfish, which he put in a little tank in the 
floor of his room, covered with the boards, to keep 
until he could sell them in another place. Soon after, 
jad. ge my contagion Ae up in that vicinity—in- 
deed, in that very room. It began with him at first, 
and he was left crippled and blind, and went limping 
along on crutches, a suffering, permanent invalid. 
The contagion spread to others, and upon examina- 
tion made by scientitic men from Warsaw and Berlin 
they found that these fish had died in the tank, and 
that they were of such a nature as to spread at once 
a contagion which became of a most malignant type. 
A scourge overspread the land and carried away 
tens of thousands of innocent people. Sin is) like 
that. Every act of evil deposited in a heart given 
over to disobedience to God breeds a miasma, the 
fumes of which go out on the silent air, poisoning 
the life of others as well as that of the sinner.— From 
The World's Childhood, by Louis Albert Banks, 
D.D. Sent by Elisabeth B. Stansfield, Pasadena, 
Cal. (5) 


The Old-Fashioned Preacher.-- Ven Ahab heard 
those words... he rent his clothes (v, 27). In a 
pew of a great London church one Sunday evening 
we found a minister of our acquaintance, who, so he 
told us, had been having the luxury of two Sundays 
‘‘ off.” He had spent them in paying visits to some 
of the great churches of the metropolis. He had lis- 
tened to one of the most brilliant and popular men 
in Nonconformity; he had sat under the spell of a 
silver-tongued preacher of the Church of England. 
That afternoon he had also heard a great mission 
preacher, a man of no learning, of rude eloquence, 
and, as he expressed it, quite antediluvian in his 
theological view. ‘That service had left an abiding 
impression on his mind. ‘* What did you think of 
him?” we asked. ‘‘ Well, of course,” he replied, 
‘** for style and all that, he is not to be mentioned in 
the same breath with , or with But, do you 
know, that man made me feel a scamp!”—From the 
Sunday at Home, Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, 
Halifax, Eng. 
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Oriental Lesson - Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews, Alexandria, Egypt 


IVE me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a 
garden of herbs (v. 2). A vineyard is prefer- 
ably on a slope as a safeguard against mildew, 

but is otherwise ordinary ground, requiring no irri- 
gation, the winter rain and summer dew being suffi- 
cient for the vines. Ahab had evidentiy a supply of 
water which could be turned into Naboth’s land, and 
thus turn it to a more special and valuable use, that 
of a vegetable garden. Naboth’s objection was an 
honorable one, as such an inheritance preserved in- 
tact from the days of Joshua conferred an ancestral 
dignity, and a character for moral stability in the 
family such as in England belongs to a pedigree 
dating back to the Norman Conquest, A. D. 1066. 
‘The ownership of a small field adjoining a larger es- 
tate is a frequent cause of contention in the East. (1) 

Thou didst curse God and the king (v.10). This 
is still a favorite device for getting rid of an objec- 
tionable person. In the Turkish Empire it is now gen- 
erally transmuted into imprisonment for life and 
confiscation of property, but the statute sentence 
was death by execution, hanging, or impaling. It is 
expressed in the Arabic rhyme: 


*¢ Is-seif maslfl 
*Ala shatem ir-rasfl.”’ 


** There hangs a sword 
O’er him who curses the prophet of the Lord.’’ 
—Mohammed. (2) 


Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth 
(v. 15). In Oriental law the nearest neighbor has 
the first claim to the purchase of adjoining property 
for sale, provided he pays the same price as another 
bidder is willing to pay. When it is desired to evade 
this right of neighborhood, it is done me dividing the 
property to be sold into tv:o distinct lots, of which 
the first is a narrow strip about two feet wide extend- 
ing along the boundary line, and the price of the 
whole field is attached to that strip. If the neighbor 
declines to buy on such terms it is sold to the favored 
purchaser, who at the same time buys the rest of the 
field for a few coppers. 

ln the place where dogs licked the blood of Na- 
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both shall dogs lick thy blood (v. 19). There is a 
story current in Syria that a man was once found 
murdered under a tree near a fountain. Suspicion 
fell upon a neighbor of his in the same village who 
knew that he was carrying a large sum of money for 
the purchase of a certain property, but the crime 
could not be proved, and the matter ceased to be 
spoken of. Many years after a son of the murderer 
came riding ‘past the spot and took out a bag of 
money from his saddle-bags and allowed his donkey 
to — beside the brook while he sat under the tree 
and took some refreshment. After an hour of such 
rest he caught his donkey and rode off, leaving his 
bag of money beside the tree. After a little a man 
came past, wearied with travel, and drank from the 
fountain, and lay down under the tree and slept. 
Before long a third man came past, and, seeing the 
bag of money, he killed the sleeper and made off with 
the booty. When the owner of the bag returned 
after some hours he found his own brother lying 
dead and the money gone. On inquiry it came out 
that the two brothers were sons of the man who had 
murdered and robbed his neighbor, and the thief was 
the son of his victim, ‘To the Oriental mind it is an 
instance of divine vengeance, and as such the story 
circulates. 

According to Jewish tradition, Naboth was not en- 
tirely free from blame. He had a remarkably rich 
and beautiful voice as a singer, and it was one of the 
looked-for enjoyments at the great feasts in Jerusa- 
lem to hear the melodious chanting of Naboth in the 
temple psalms. The tragedy of Jezebel’s forged 
letter occurred, the rabbis say, at Passover, one of 
the three feasts at which every Israelite should pre- 
sent himself before the Lord in P ew gmoney That 
year Naboth, with the vanity of a first tenor, decided 
to stay at home and see if his admirefs would ex- 
pressly send for him to attend the feast. He thus 
forfeited the protection of the promise in Exodus 
34: 24! 

ALEXANDRIA, Eoypr. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


T HELPS toward an understanding of Ahab’s un- 
scrupulous seizure of the land if we see a simi- 
lar vineyard. Our best chance for this is not at 

the Jezreel of 1915, but just outside Bethlehem. 
Though the ground is not where Elijah denounced 
the royal criminal, it gives us a typical setting for 
their dramatic encounter. 

Looking out through the stereoscope, we find our- 
selves on a hillside whose slope has been artificially 
made into a series of terraces, like a great stairway. 
Grapevines, laden with clustered fruit, are growing 
luxuriantly in the soil around us, We look down to 
lower terraces, likewise full of thriving vines, and 
along the hillside to still other terraces, all productive 
in the same way. A few rods distant, before us, a 
high platform af tions (a ‘*watch-tower”; Matt. 21 : 
33) gives the guard a chance to keep the whole vine- 
yard in sight, and so ensure the detection of Bedouin 
thieves such as infest this region. The buildings of 
a closely-built town (Bethlehem) cover heights at the 
farther side of a valley below us. Quite similar was 
the situation at Jezreel centuries ago, when Ahab 
used to look enviously down from his hilltop palace 
to Naboth’s fruitful acres. 

‘The stereograph is called ‘‘ Vineyards and watch- 
tower at Bethlehem.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons of the year, The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places veal. Forty-five places will be visited 
during 1915; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, ifall are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given 
free. Eleven places will be described with the lessons of 
the fourth quarter ; the stereographs cost $1.84. ‘The five for Oc- 
tober alone cost 84 cents, Less than five in one order are 20 
cents each, Stereoscopes, gocents each. Lantern slides of the 
same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty- 
five or more at once, prices are : plain slides, 40 cents; sepia- 
tinted, 45 cents ; colored, $1. Postage or express will be pre- 
paid on all orders for stereographs or stereoscopes, Ad- 
dress The Sunday School ‘Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 2 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank thee 
for the faithfulness of men who have dared great deeds for 
thee. May we not think the daily challenges that confront us 
are of small moment, but may we see in all thy calls to cour- 
ageous service pivotal opportunities. Give us brave hearts 
and straight speech when we testify for thee. May we be 
counted the enemy of evil, and be faithful to thee in stand- 
ing for the right. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Any man who sells himself to 
help himself to something he wants has bought just 
ange misery. If he gets what he wants, as Ahab did, 

e€ gets at the same time with it much that he doesn't 
want, just as Ahab did. You make a bargain with 
Satan, and he makes a fool of you. You don’t have 
to wait until an Elijah comes along, in order to know 
what God thinks of you. Any bargain with sin shackles 
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us to shame, and we are freed again only by 
God’s grace. Boys, how is it when we have 
done wrong in school, and the teacher puts it 
squarely up to us? To many fellows that 
teacher, who is just doing his duty, seems 
like an enemy. When I see a fellow who 
‘hates’? his teacher I’m on the lookout 
then for something the -boy himself has in his 
make-up that ought to be taken out by God’s 
grace. Is there anything in the life of any 
one of us that makes us think of true friends 
as enemies? Here was Ahab’s trouble: 
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Is that the trouble with any of us? May 
God defend us from falling into enmity 
against him! Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Depth of mercy ! can there be."’ 
** God calling yet ! shall Inot hear?" 
‘* I've wandered far away from God." 
‘* lesus, [am coming home to-day.” 
‘Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night.”’ 
“* Sinners, turn; why will ye die?" 
‘* "Lake me, O my Father, take me."’ 
‘** Though your sins be as scarlet."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘* Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm ro : 12-18 (16 : 1-3, 5, 6). 
Psalm 15 : 1-5 (22 : 1-4). 
Psalm 1: 1-6 (t : 1-4). 
Psalm 37 : 1-40 (76 : 1-5). 
Psalm 112 : I-10 (228 : 1-6). 





Department Helps 











For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


REVIEW oF QUARTER’s LESSONS.— 
Six prophets, three kings, and a queen 
are presented during this quarter, 

Naboth and Naaman are included. The 
only children are the boy king, Joash, and 
the ‘‘ little maid ’’ who waited on Naaman’s 
wife. Children love these stories, and 
should know also the stories of Elijah, Elisha, 
Daniel, and Jonah. A general thought may 
be emphasized with many lessons : Obedi- 
ence brings blessing; disobedience brings 
trouble. 

To-day’s Lesson Teaching.—God knows 
all that we do. 

Introduction.—According to your chil- 
dren’s knowledge talk about a searchlight 
often used on ships; or a headlight on a lo- 
comotive or street-car; or even a_ little 
electric flashlight carried in the hand, 

God needs no such lights in order to see 
and know all that we do. 


‘* God is always near me. 
In the darkest night 
He can see me just the same 
As by midday light." 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 


Let us repeat, ** Thou God seest me,’’ 

and sing : 
‘* When I'm sleeping in the dark, 
When I lie awake and hark, 
God sees! God sees !"’ 
—* Carols.” 

When God sees his children doing good, 
helpful things he is pleased; when they 
do wrong God is grieved. The Bible says, 
‘The darkness and the light are both alike to 
thee ; the darkness hideth not from thee, 

Review.— Even great kings do wrong 
sometimes. Recall the lesson of June 6 (2 
Sam. 12 : 1-7a), the prophet Nathan’s story 
of the rich man who took the poor man’s pet 
lamb to provide a dinner for his company. 
That story showed King David how he had 
sinned by bringing to his palace the beauti- 
ful wife of one of hissoldiers. God’s word 
says, ** Be sure your sin will find you out.”’ 

Many years afterward another king took 
something which belonged to his poor neigh- 
bor. God saw it, and sent his prophet Eli- 
jah with a message to this king. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—King Ahab 
was rich in palaces, fields, and vineyards, 
Near his palace gardens lived Naboth, who 
owned one vineyard which had belonged to 
his father and grandfather. Naboth hoped 
to keep it for his: children and their children. 

Although King Ahab was so rich, he 








wanted Naboth’s vineyard to use for a gar- 
den. Ahab promised to give Naboth a bet- 
ter vineyard in exchange, or to pay money 
for it. Naboth felt that he could not let it 
go, because the vineyard was a keepsake of 
his famiiy, so he answered (v. 3). 

King Ahab acted like a spoiled child who 
couldn’t have what he wanted. He wentto 
his palace and to bed with his face turned to 
the wall, and he would not eat. 

When he told his wife, Queen Jezebel, 
what was the matter, she said, You are king, 
get up and eat. I will get the vineyard for 
you. She wrote and sealed letters in King 
Ahab’s name, and sent orders to gather the 
people, and invite Naboth. Two wicked 
men were invited to tell lies about Naboth, 
to say that he had spoken against God and 
King Ahab. ‘The people came, and the 
men told the lies, because it was ordered in 
the king's name. Naboth was taken out 
and stoned to death, 

When wicked Queen Jezebel heard about 
it she was glad to go and tell King Ahab 
that Naboth was dead and he might have the 
vineyard for his own, Perhaps they thought 
that nobody knew or cared much about Na- 
both, but somebody did know and care. 
God was watching. 

While Ahab was going to Naboth’s vine- 
yard God sent word to his prophet Elijah, 
Go and meet Ahab in Naboth’s vineyard, 
Elijah had carried messages to Ahab before ; 
the first time he said there would be no dew 
nor rain for a long time; it came true. 
Again, on Mt. Carmel, Elijah said his God 
was stronger than the idol, Baal. That was 
true, 

Elijah knew that Queen Jezebel and King 
Ahab hated him. Once he ran away from 
them to Mt. Horeb, where God gave him 
new strength. Perhaps Ahab and Jezebel 
thought Elijah was dead. When Ahab went 
to take Naboth’s vineyard Elijah met him 
there. King Ahab said, Hast thou found 
me, O mine enemy? Elijah answered, I 
have found you, because you sold yourself to 
do evil in God’s sight. God saw you. Then 
Elijah bravely said, Your whole family shall 
be cut off. Your sin has found you out. 
It was an awful message, and Elijah was 
brave to tell it to King Ahab. 

It came true. King Ahab and another king 
went to battle. Ahab was wounded, and 
hurried back to his home in his chariot. He 
died. One day Queen Jezebel fell from a 
window and was dashed to death. (The 
sense of justice should overshadow the awful- 
ness of these deaths.) 

Hand-work, — Illustrate Naboth’s vine- 
yard on the sand-table, or by drawing, and 
write, ‘*God sees,’’ or draw a searchlight. 

CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


bi’ had gone shopping with mother this 
afternoon to buy a new winter school 
hat, You had about decided upon a 
dark biue felt when you spied Eleanor across 
the room trying on a handsome light velvet 
one. You overheard some one say, ** How 
pretty she is!’? Ithad always hurt you when 
people remarked about her beauty. You at 
once resolved to have that velvet hat or 
none, Eleanor very graciously said you 
might have it. But mother said that would 
be selfish; besides, the hat would not be 
suitable for school, 

The result was that you came home with- 
outa hat. Nota word would you speak to 
mother all the way home, Nor would you 
help her prepare supper. Nor even come 
when she called you to supper. Not a hite 
of food would you touch. You lay in on 
the couch, sniffling, sulking, pouting. How 
miserable and unhappy we are when we 
allow Satan to fill our lives with selfishness 
and covetousness ! 

King Ahab in building cities had built many 
magnificent structures. Chief among these 
was his own summer palace, situated at 
Jezreel; It was unique in that it was the 
first palace inlaid with ivory (1 Kings 22 : 39). 
Whose property adjoined ?, What attempt did 
he make to buy Naboth’s land? Should 
Naboth have sold? (Num. 36:7.) 

Picture Ahab amid his ivory and fine 
cedars, with splendor all about him, lying 
upon his couch with face turned to the 
wall, so sullen and peevish that he can 
scarcely talk or eat, a// because he cannot 
have his own way. His name had been her- 
alded abroad of late because of the victories 
Israel had won over the’ Syrians, but here he 
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lies, a slave to self, conquered by Satan. 
How does the queen continue to humor the 
king? One can imagine her in her anger 
saying, ‘*I’ll show Naboth who governs Is- 
rael. I will give you the vineyard.’’ Jeze- 
bel is giving to another what does not be- 
long to her. 

Draw from the girls her plot and proceed- 
ings. Notice that Jezebel carried on her 
wicked plot in the name of religion t's 8-11). 

Jezebel does not attend the trial. All is 
in the hands of those to whom she had writ- 
ten. The plans carry. Very soon King 
Ahab was strolling about in his new grounds 
and planning what changes should be made. 
Which would you rather have been, Naboth 
or King Ahab, that day ? 

Who killed Naboth? The men who 
stoned him to death, or the men who testi- 
fied falsely against him? Were not the el- 
ders who were in charge of the crime the 
guilty ones? But hadn’t Jezebel commanded 
them todo the deed? Who inspired Jezebel 
to the deed? Covetous Ahab. Some one 
may say King Ahab didn’t conceive of the 
crime nor did he commit the deed, nor did 
he even know about it until after it was 
over. No one can deny that it was Ahab 
who started the ball rolling. Notice that it’s 
upon him God puts the blame and metes 
punishment. When a man insane from 
liquor murders another, our law punishes 
the man who did the deed. I believe the 
criminals on God’s Record Book charged 
with the deed are the intoxicated man, all 
those who sold him liquor, the men who 
rent their buildings for saloons, the people 
who vote for saloons, and every girl, boy, 
man, and woman who is not fighting intem- 
perance, (1) 

How about it, girls,—are you finding your 
fun and amusement in that which may bring 
ruin and death to some girl or boy? You 
may not know the girl or boy, or of their 
ruin, but will not God hold you responsible 
for your influence, even as he did Ahab? 
God be praised that, with Christ within us, 
we shall live lives which uplift and make it 
easier for our associates to do the right! (2) 

Is there anything that it is right for us to 
covet? Covetousness was Ahab’s initial 
sin. But observe how one sin led to an- 
other. After breaking the Tenth Command- 
ment, he also broke the Sixth, Eighth, and 





It Slugs Hard 
_. Coffee a Sure and Powerful Bruiser 


‘* Let your coffee slave be denied his 
cup at its appointed time! Headache— 
sick stomach—fatigue. I know it all 
in myself, and have seen it in others. 
Strange that thinking, reasoning beings 
will persist in its use,” says a Topeka 
man. 

He says further that he did not begin 
drinking coffee until he was twenty 
years old, and that slowly it began to poi- 
son him, and affect his hearing through 
his nervous system. 

‘Finally I quit coffee, and the con- 
ditions slowly disappeared, but one cold 
morning the smell of my wife’s coffee 
was too much for me, and I took a cup. 
Soon I was drinking my regular allow- 
ance, tearing down brain and nerves by 
the daily dose of the nefarious beverage. 

‘*Later, I found my breath coming 
hard, had frequent fits of nausea, and 
then I was taken down with bilious fever. 

‘‘Common sense came to me and I quit 
coffee for good, and went back to Postum. 
I at once began to gain, and have had 
no returns of my bilious symptoms, 
headache, dizziness, or vertigo. 

‘‘T now have health, bright thoughts, 
and added weight, where before there 
was invalidism and the blues. 

‘*My brother quit coffee because of its 
effect on his health,and now uses Postum. 
He could not stand the nervous strain 
while using coffee, but keeps well on 
Postum.” Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Postum Cereal—the original form— 
must be well boiled. 15¢ and 25c pack- 
ages. 

Instant Postum—a soluble powder— 
dissolves quickly in a cup of hot water 
and, with cream and sugar, makes a de- 
licious beverage instantly. 30c and 50c 
tins. 

Both kinds are equally delicious and 
cost about the same per cup. 

‘*There’s a Reason” for Postum. 

—sold by Grocers. 
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Ninth, Have your girls repeat these com- 
mandments. (3) 

How did Elijah learn of Ahab’s sin? 
Who told God? God doesn’t need to be 
told; he knows. Even our thoughts when 
they are yet afar off to us are known to him 
(Psa. 139: 1-4). If he knows what we think, 
truly all that we say and do is open to him. 
** Be sure your sin will find you out.’’ Your 
sin may not be found out, but the sin will 
find you out and leave its impression upon 
you. Your sin may not affect your reputa- 
tion (what people think you are), but it will 
affect your character (what you really are). 
When a burglar stole $17,000 worth of jewelry 
from former Senator Ackerman, Plainfield, 
N. J., he left his finger prints on the balcony 
railing. These prints led to his conviction, 
What is the use of our trying to hide any- 
thing from God? 

This lesson presents a striking illustration 
of woman’s power. What women are, men 
will become. Man will sell his soul for a 
woman. She can lead him to sublime heights 
of life in God, or sink him to Satan’s depths 
of degradation, 

Are you covetous of your friend’s love, 
talents, face, figure, home, friend, or her 
money? Would you like to be victor over 
it? You may. As Jesus Christ enters the 
front door of our lives, covetousness and 
selfishness go out the back door, and Jesus 
Christ, who is love, reigns instead. 

Next Week’s Lesson 

Tell the story of the first meeting of Elijah 
and Elisha (t Kings 19: 19-21). 

Who were the sons of the prophets ? 

What did Elisha mean by his request of 
Elijah? 

What was the significance of casting his 
mantle upon him ? 

Whose mantle would you wish to wea: 
some day ? 

Who, on earth, saw Elijah hundreds «! 
years after this event? 


Los ANGELEs, CAL, 
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Pucker’s ‘*‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


EACHER began the lesson last Sunday 
by writing on the blackboard Ahab, 
Jezebel, Elijah, and asking us to tell 

all we knew about them. ‘That was his way 
of reviewing what went before the regular 
lesson, } 

Iie said the new character in this lesson 
was Naboth, and that the first verse of 
1 Kings 21 would tell us three things about 
him. We looked it up in our class Bibles 
and found that Naboth lived in Jezreel, that 
he owned a vineyard there, and that it was 
close by a palace that Ahab had _ built. 
‘Teacher explained that this was probably 
his summer home, the capital being at 
Samaria, 

Bert Keller had the first home study ques- 
tion: ** Why did Ahab want Naboth’s vine- 
yard?’’ Fred told how Ahab wanted it to 
add to the palace gardens, and offered to buy 
it or trade another for it. 

My question came next: ** Why would not 
Naboth sell his vineyard?’’ I explained 
that it had been his father’s and grand- 
father’s before him, and how God had com- 
manded the Hebrews not to let their land 
go out of the family that received it when 
they first entered Canaan. ‘leacher had 
helped me study that out at the meeting of 
our class Friday night, by looking up Num- 
bers 36:7. (1) 

Bumps had number three, about Jezebel’s 
scheme. She wasn’t going to let any old 
Christian like Naboth get ahead of her, So 
she had him arrested, tried, and executed on 
a false charge. Of course it was a put-up 
job, and Mr. Mason says that was one sign 
of how far gone Israel was, for a country is 
always in danger when her judges are dis- 
honest or cowardly, whether it is in Jezreel 
or Colorado. 

Bert answered his question by saying that 
Ahab acted like a big baby, crying and sulk- 
ing because he couldn’t have what he 
wanted; and like a coward when he let 
Jezebel get it for him in a wicked way that 
he didn’t dare use for himself. 

Bulldog’s question came in right there, 
why Elijah charged Ahab with Naboth’s 
death, when it was Jezebel who caused it. 
Bulldog told how Ahab went down to take 
possession after Naboth was out of the way, 
and there he found Elijah waiting for him. 
Elijah told him he was a regular murderer 
and thief; and he was, because he let Jeze- 




















LESSON FOR OCT. 3 (1 Kings 21) 















Your Baby’s Food 


must be clean—pure 
— safe — nourishing. 


sands of sturdy ba- 
bies — Borden 
Eagle Brand 
densed Milk. 


“Eagle Brand.” All 
that is done before you get 
it. Just add boiled water 








bel have Naboth killed and then took the 


profit of it. If you let somebody else do 
wrong for your benefit you’re just as guilty 
as if you did it. (2) 

Mr. Mason asked which commandments 
Ahab broke in this deal, and we decided he 
coveted, bore false witness (or at least al- 
lowed it), killed, and stole. Teacher put on 
the board the words, ‘*‘ Covetousness, False 
Witness, Murder, Theft,’’ with a mark 
around each one and all connected together 
like the links of a chain. He said one sin 
is always linked to another, and when we 
sin we make a chain that binds us so solidly 
that only Christ can free us. (3) 

Fatty told about Ahab’s punishment, how 
Elijah predicted the dogs should lick up 
his blood and eat Jezebel’s body, and how it 
all came true, like it says in the next chapter. 

Carl’s question was a hard one: “ In what 
sense had Ahab sold himself?’’ He said 
Ahab had to pay for all these sins by his life 
and his soul’s salvation, because that’s what 
he had to give up for them. (4) 

Then teacher told that yarn about a man 
named Faust, who-signed an agreement with 
the Devil that he was to have everything he 
wanted in this life, and then at last the Devil 
should have him. Mr. Mason says it is 
really that way with sin. The drunkard not 
only pays money for his‘ liquor, but he pays 
his health, his life, his soul. Impurity, 
cigarettes, any such indulgence, is bought 
with our own selves. (5) 

He showed us a promissory note that he 
borrowed from Lawyer Robertson. Then 
he passed around another typewritten one 
that said: (6) 





For no real value received, | promise so 
pay, on demand, myself (including the 
health of my body and the salvation of my 
soul), to be the servant of sin to all eter- 
nity, the same being final payment for the 
momentary pleasures of sin. 


Signed 
October 3, 1915. 
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He said nobody would willingly sign such a 
note, yet that is really what we do when we 
sin, for ‘*every one that committeth sin is 
the hondservant of sin’’ (John 8 : 34). But 
Christ has bought back all who are sold 
under sin, and if they only turn away from 
the old master to the new one he will give 
them real liberty. ‘*‘For ye were bought 
with a price; glorify God therefore in your 
body ’’ (1 Cor. 6 : 20). (7) 

Next week we have the story of how Elijah 
went to heaven without dying. ‘he home 
questions are: 


Who was Elisha? 
Locate on a map the places mentioned. 
Who were the sons of the prophets ? 
Why did Elijah try to get away from 
Elisha ? 
What did Elisha mean by a double portion 
of Elijah’s spirit? 
In what way was Elijah taken to heaven? 
Was Elijah ever seen again ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 

Lesson Truths. 

The guilt of others’ sins for us. 

Sin’s chain. 

Sin’s slavery and Christ's freedom ? 
Beginning. 
Blackboard review. 
What does 1 Kings 21 : 1 tell about Naboth? 
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Ahad's Sin. 


Why did Ahab want Naboth’s vineyard? 
Why would not Naboth sell it? 
ote = * eae get Naboth's vineyard for 


a 

What kind of man did Ahab’ show himself 
to be? 

Why did Elijah charge Jezebel'’s deed to 
Ahab? 

What commandments did Ahab break? 
(Blackboard. ) 


Ahab's Punishment. 


What was Ahab’s punishment? 
In what sense had Ahab sold himself? (Story 
of Faust ; promissory note. ) 


TERRE Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











po et shall cease? Pray for the myriads 
of bereaved homes of all the belligerents; the 
wounded in hospitals, the war widows and 
Satherless children. 


Thurs.— Micah 2: 1-11. 
Woe Upon Greedy Oppressors. 

If men contrive to do evil God will contrive 
to punish such evil. Woe to those upon 
whom God pronounces his woe; it had been 
better for them if they had never been born. 
Injustice brings its own recompense. ‘* With 
what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
unto you.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
the many open doors on the mission field. 
Pray for the great National Missionary 
Campaign about to be inaugurated under 
the auspices of the Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement, The influence of such a move- 
ment may truly be world-wide. 


Fri.—Amos 7: 7-17. A Fearless Prophet. 





BOOK bearing the title ‘* A Chapel in 
Every Home,”’ has just come into my 
hands. ‘The author is Mr, J. R. Wii- 

son, of Philadelphia. The thought of the 
volume is contained in the title; it is the 
suggestion that in every home there should 
be a place for prayer and meditation ; a family 
center for spiritual thought, communion, and 
uplift. The idea to which expression is given 
is a most admirable one and if it could only 
be carried into effect would prove an incal- 
culable boon to the country. To have one 
room, no matter how small, in every home 
set apart for the worship of God would be 
ideal, and this is just what our writer pleads 
for. Already it is heing done in the homes 
of the more well-to-do, but how to bring it 
to pass in our crowded tenements and amid 
the squalor of many homes of the poor is a 
problem. We wish all success to a project 
so worthy of the support and sympathy of the 
praying host of the Church and shall hope 
that the author may live. to have his ideals 
realized. My own efforts are less pretentious. 
If I could be sure of an a/tar in every home 
my heart would rejoice. There is nothing 
to prohibit this, even if the house were no 
bigger than a Scotch ‘* but and ben.’ If 
the heart be willing, the home will be sanc- 
tified by the recognition ofthe divine claims 


upon the first hour of the day, and nothing | 
will be allowed to prevent the family humbly | 


bowing before the Lord in worship. We 
ought to endeavor to model our homes on 
earth as representative here of the Home 
which is above. 


September 27 to October 3 
Mon.—1 King’s 21 : 11-20. 
Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard. 

The king sinned in vain, for he was never 
allowed to enjoy the advantage of his crime. 
The price paid for sin is too great. ‘* ‘Thou 
hast sold ¢hysedf to do that which is evil.’ 
Think of it! Sold tothedevil. That which 
a sinner gives for his dishonest gain is himse/f. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zhe Psalmist 
prayed **Incline my heart unto thy testi- 
monies, and not to covetousness,”’ and we may 
cach pray the same prayer. Possessions may 
be bought too dearly. Pray to be content 
with your lot and ask the Lord to make more 
real to you the abounding riches which are 
yours in Christ, 


Tues.—1 King’s 21: 1-10. Murderous Greed. 

What a sad tale of human degradation this 
is. When once men give themselves over to 
evil there is no telling to what depths they 
will sink, Covetous desire should be checked 
instantly itappears. ‘* Having food and rain- 
ment let us be therewith content.’’ 


in Christ Jesus,” and therefore we ought to 
have enlarged hearts to compass in our inter- 
cesstons all the saints. 
to all the children of God. Having prayed 
for ald generally, pray specially for those 
with whom you are more immediately ac- 
guainted, 


Wed.—Amos 8: 1-10. Greed Condemned. 

Eagerness to be rich led to sharp practises 
and ungenerous dealing. It was the chief 
sign that Israel was ripe and decadent, yet a 
semblance of religion was maintained in the 
land. There are many still ‘* holding a form of 
godliness, but having denied the power 
thereof.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Europe has been 
Sor over a year at war and there seems scant 
prospect of peace being restored. Shall we 





not prav that the fearful carnage of the bat- 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Believers are ** one | 


Let us pray for love | 


**Those who have a warrant from God 
ought not to fear the face of man,’ for a di- 


543 


Sun.—Jer. 1: 13-19. Strong in Jehovah. 

The prophet is made strong as an impreg- 
nable city by the power of God resting upon 
him. He who has the Lord God Almighty 
for a partner need have no fear though ‘‘an 
host’? should encamp against him. The best 
antidote against the fear of man is the fear 
of God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Zhe writer of these 
notes would be grateful for earnest prayer 
that his new ministry which begins to-day in 
Calvary Baptist Church, New York City, 
may be blessed of God to the salvation of thou- 
sands and the edifying of the children of God, 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


a 
faa) 


316. When did a lie bring about the sacking 





| vine call constitutes authority and ability to 
; act for him. We are only delivered from the 


| fear of man in the measure in which we “‘ prac- | 317 


tise the presence of God.”’ 
| PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the redlu- 


| tives and friends of your own family circle. 
| Speak to God about any of their number who 
| are still out of Christ. 

until all the children growing up in our 
| homes are on the Lora’s side. It ts easy to 
| bend the sapling, not so the sturdy oak. 


Sat.—Jer. 26: 819. A Prophet’s Perils. 

Truth enrages evil-doers. Such a plain, 
practical, and pathetic message ought to have 
led to repentance and reformation, but instead 

_the prophet is imperiled. A dungeon, a 
prison cell, or the gallows is the best the world 
can give to the Lord’s prophets. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Let us never for- 
get God’s ancient people the Jews. Theglory 

| of the latter days ts bound up with Israel's 
conversion. For her disobedience and sin she 
has been cast off and scattered amongst the 
nations, but her gathering together again 
will not long be delayed. Pray that Israel 
may recognize Christ as Messiah and Lord. 


| 318, 


| 319. 
Give God no rest | 


of a city and cause the death of a mul- 

titude of men, women, and children? 
. Who tried to kill his son at a banquet? 
What three bands of soldiers took to 
prophesying instead of military duty? 
Who met his worst enemy in a cave and 
what did he do to him? 


What old man preferred to live at home 
rather than with a king? 


320. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


311. Eli and Samuel (1 Sam, 2: 12-17; 8: 

1-3). 

312. The spies of Jericho (Josh, 2 : 1-6), 
Saul (1 Sam. 10: 22), Jonathan and 
Ahimaaz the sons of Zadok, David’s 
priest (2 Sam. 17 : 17-19). 

. Michal (1 Sam. 19 : 17), Rachel (Gen, 
31 : 34) 35). 

. Sennacherib, the king of the Assyrians, 
when he lost 185,000 men by a pestie 
lence (Isa. 37 : 36). 

315. Ezekiel (Ezek. 8 : 3). 

PHILADELPHIA, 











a 


A speaker at 
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ington, D.C. 


will doubtless answer, ‘‘I 
class.”” Good! 





class next to yours? 
that direction ? 


hands of your co-workers, 


three-weeks’ trial of the 








A Pertinent Question 


a Sunday- 
‘‘The question asked of a prospective Sunday-school teacher 
has been, ‘ Will you teach a class?’ 


‘The Sunday School Times has taught me how to teach the 
lesson with absorbing interest and enthusiasm. 
ber of my class said to another, ‘I can hardly wait for Sun- 
day to come, the lessons are so interesting.’ "—J/tss Jeannette 
M., Dougherty, Chicago, Il. 


‘I find that trying to prepare the Sunday-school lesson with- 


out The Sunday School Times is like trying to do a choice 
piece of work with dull tools..—McFarland Hale, Wash- 


Your Answer 


Many of you who are readers of The Sunday School Times 


But how about the person who is only trying to teach the 
Have you not-some responsibility in 


If The Sunday School Times is helping you as much as we 
confidently trust it is, ought you not to try to place it in the 
receive the same benefit also ? 

We will send you without charge as many specimen copies 
of a current issue as you may need for introductory purposes, 
or, if you will send us the names of your co-workers who are 


among the not-yet subscribers, we will gladly send them a 


of our lesson writers for the year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


school convention recently said, 


Now it is, ‘Can you 


One mem- 


will, I can, and I am teaching a 


that they and their scholars may 


paper free, and an announcement 
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Brain Exhaustion 


is due to mental strain which has 
consumed the phosphatic ele- 
ments indispensable to the brain. 
Strengthen the brain cells, —with 


the necessary phosphates, offered 
in an agreeable form in 


HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 


(Non-Alcoholic) 
Keep a bottle in your home 










INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Does YOUR Church use this 
<q a) le: and sanitary method? 

Send for catalog and special 
offer. ts on trial.. 


SERVICE CO. BorS LIMA, O10 





| The Young People’s 





CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich | 








WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept.T,Chicago 


POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 


Under Quaker management; 1,800 feet above sea 
level; 800 acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. J.W. Hurley, Mgr. 

















Sermon Kernels 


Starting-points for a hundred ser- 
mons in the hundred and forty- 
odd bright, pithy comments on 
Scripture passages in 


* Just a Minute” 


by Dr. Charles Frederic Goss. 
50 Cents, Postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 
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- ‘Subscription Rates 


3% je Sunday School Times is published 
5 ly at the following rates, payable in 
auvance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
rates include postage : 


$1.00 


age to one 


$1.50 





separate addresses or in a pack- 


One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year, One Copy, five years, $6.00. 

° One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 


countries embraced in the Universal Posta! Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 
Warwick Lane, London, E. C.. will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subs criptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
of The Sunday School ‘limes Company. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


approval. Factory prices and easy | 





Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, October 3, 1915 


What Will Make Our Society a Greater 
Success ? (John 4 : 27-36. Consecration 
meeting, led by the lookout committee). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—More consecration (I’sa. 119 : 1-8). 
‘TUES.— More zeal (2 Pet. 1 : 1-12). | 
WED.— More faithfulness (3 John 1-8). 
‘L1HURS.-—-More members (Matt. 22 : 1-10). 
FRI.—More co-operation (1 Sam. 14:7). 
SatT.— More prayer (Exod. 17 : 8-16). 











What value has personal consecration ? 
How can we increase our efficiency? 
What is the use of a society policy ? 


HERE is one thing that Christians, so 
far as they are truly Christians, cannot 
do. They cannot fail. They may ap- 

pear to fail. In the world’s view they may 
really fail. Usually it is necessary that they 
should meet with what the world calls fail- 
ure in order that they may truly succeed, 
Our Lord so failed. He was left with only 
a few disciples and at the last even they held 
ata distance. But he had foreseen all this, 
including his death, and had foretold his 
triumph as the consequence, ‘I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.’’ We must be ready in our socie- 
ties and in our own lives to fail in order to 
succeed, If we are ready to fail it ig impos: 
sible not to succeed. 
% 


But just as God’s views of failure often 
differ from man’s so do his views of success. 
We may covet a kind of success that is of no 
consequence whatever to God. We may 
covet show and numbers and noise and may 
work for them and think that without them 
we have failed, and that when we have them 


' we have ‘succeeded; and God may think 


: : ; | 
Five or more copies, either to 


address, $1.00 each, per year. | 


quite otherwise. 
elation 3 : ©7. 


Read his warning in Rev- 


~ 


And yet numbers do enter into God’s 
view. For the sake of one more sheep the 
Shepherd left his ninety and nine. It did 
matter to him whether he had the full hun- 
dred or not. The Saviour bade his disciples 
to go out into all the world to preach to 
every creature, to make disciples of all na- 
tions. And God’s will and love include 
everybody. ‘It is not his will that any 
| should perish but that all should come into 
life.’’ It will not do, accordingly, for us to 
solace ourselves by saying that the elect are 
few, that the true flock is small, that few 
there be that find the true way. All this 
may be true. Alas, itis true. But*it is a 
| sign of failure, not of God nor of his gospel, 
| but of man, Let it not be our failure. 


5 4 
The one true motto for societies as for in- 
dividuals is, ‘*More and better.’’ Non- 


Christian things may stand still or go back 
but Christian things cannot. ‘They must go 
onward and forward. They-must be ever 
doing more and better, giving more faith- 
fully, and becoming more nearly what God 
would have them be. What could not be 
done last year ought to be done this, 


& 


| We should have such a program tor our 
society and for our own lives as shall enable 
us to make at least one forward step a year. 
With some one book or task or person or 
duty we should win a fresh and unwon 
achievement. 


% 
We must be able to take 1ong views to see 
| the progress that has been made and not to 


| be discouraged. 
H 


‘* Sav not—the struggle nought availeth, 

‘Lhe labour and the wounds are vain, 

‘The cnemy faints not, nor faileth, — 
And as things have been they remain! 

If hopes were dupes, fears may be liars ;— 
It may be, in yon smoke concealed, 

Your comrades chase e’en now the fliers, 
And, but for you, possess the field, 

For while the tired waves, vainlv breaking, 
Seem here no painful inch to gain, 

Far back, through creeks and inlets making, 
Comes silent, flooding in, the main. 
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And not by eastern windows only, 
When daylight comes, comes in the light ; 
In front, the sun climbs slow, how slowly ! 
But westward, look, the land is bright."’ 


‘* Greatly begin! though thou have time 

But for a line, be that sublime— 

Not Failure, but low aim, is crime! 

We are not poorer that we wept and 
yearned ; 

Though earth swing wide from God's in- 
tent, 

And though no man or nation 

Will move with full consent 

In heavenly gravitation, — 

Yet by one Sun is every orbit bent."’ 


Why not try to succeed this year just 
where we failed last ? 

Each failure is the promise of something 
still awaiting us. 

New York Cry. 








[ Children at Home 


(Lesson for Oct. 3) Sept. 18, rors 


the kitchen, out into the night, he was stam- 
mering the Truth-story to Mr. Ashly. 

**T felt sure the ‘Truth-Man would tell,’’ 
Mr. Ashly patted. Othal’s tear-glistening 
cheek, Howdid Mr. Ashly know? Othal’s 
wonderment grew, when after a sobbing con- 
fession to his parents, his papa said, ** We felt 
sure our Truth-Man would tell. Faleshoods 
always hurt others, besides the teller.’’ Low 
did they know ? 

Half an hour later, after kissing Othal 
goodnight, his papa whispered, drawing a 
glove from his pocket, ‘‘Mr. Ashly found 
this behind the counter, while I was in 
there, on a business matter, soon after you 
had gone out with the butter. We knew 
it was yours, because I had purchased them, 
of him, only a few days ago.’’ 

In his falsehood excitement, Othal had 
not missed the glove he had dropped from 
his pocket. 

** We’re glad The Trutl+- Man found every- 
thing he lost,—even the Truth,’’ his papa 
whispered. 

EARLHAM. IowA. 





The Truth-Man 
By Gertude Walton 
VER since Othal had been old enough 


to go ‘* erranding ” for his mamma, he 
had always wished to explore what 
seemed to him ‘‘ mysteries’? behind and 
under store counters. For did not clerks 
bring forth all sorts and sizes of boxes and 
wares, hidden under, or exhibited behind 
the ‘Stay Out’? premises. His mamma 
had told Othal that none but clerks or pro- 
prietors of a store were privileged to go be- 
hind counters, unless invited. 

** What harm could I do, just peeping be- 
hind here,’’ Othal muttered. Othal was all 
alone, in the dusky, front end of the store. 
Mr. Ashly had turned on light only in the 
back room, where he was weighing Othal’s 
order of butter. Othal walked behind the 
candy counter, peeping at the wares, under 
the counter, where behind him, on shelves, 
were bottles, cans, boxes, anddishes. Hear- 
ing foot-steps, Othal turned quickly, when, 
from somewhére above and near him, some- 
thing fell,—a box,—striking Othal on the 
head, causing him to dodge and throw out 
his hands, and in so doing he knocked 
down and shattered a china cup, from off 
a low shelf. 

**T told James, yesterday, those coffee 
boxes were piled too high, and would fall on 
and break the dishes below,’’ Mr. Ashly’s 
reproachful tones echoed, alternately with 
Othal’s own regretful thoughts, such as, **I 
did harm behind the counter. He thinks 
the box struck the dish. He will never 
know,—nor mamma,—nor,—nor papa.’’ 

At supper, his papa told of dismissing an 
office-clerk for untruthfulness. ‘* His ac- 
tions, as well as words, were a falsehood. 
Ile didn’t begin, when a lad, to be a Truth- 
Man.”’ (His papa’s nickname for Othal 
was The ‘l'ruth-Man), 

Othal couldu’t swallow his omelet and 
the next thing he knew, after slipping through 


The Wonder Book 


OF GOSPEL SONG, entitled 


Gospel Message 1,2,3 Combined 


472 world’s best gospel hymns with music, including 
the famous pieces of all evangelistic campaigns from 


Moody & Sankey to Billy Sunday 


Get the best known pieces beside nearly roo new ones 
‘all in one book. Only $18 the hundred. (ther 
bindings at slight increase. ’reachers or superin- 
tendents may have ‘ree examination sample. 

HALL-MACK CO0., 1018-20 Arch St., Philadelphia 
Agency, Chicago, 425 South Wabash Avenue 


CLASS BOOKS—RECORDS 
The Best System 


of Class books and Secretary’s Records ever devised 
for Sunday School is the one which does most to se- 
cure class interest, class loyalty—class achievement 
No class is a credit to its schogl until it becomes a 
good example—every Sunday — to all classes, in a 
united effort to build up the whole school. 

‘Lhere are a number of good systems, but we know 
of nene which has as much all round “‘ Boost”’ in it as 
this one. Will gladly submit prepaid samples to any 
who will either keep and pay for same or return prépaid. 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL 


BOOK ROOMS 
E. A. Yeakel, Agt., 1705 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


Send us all orders for 


i915 RALLY DAY 1915 


services and supplies, no matter by whom published. 

Full set of samples for 10 cents in stamps. 
Prompt, accurate and satisfactory service guaranteed. 
For Young Ladies 


MARY BALDWIN SEMINARY ‘Siavntor. va 


‘Term begins Sept. oth, r915. Located in the Shenan- 
l 








doah Valley of Virginia. Unsurpassed climate. Modern 
appointments. Students the past session from 3: 


States. ‘erms moderate. Pupils enter any time. Senc 
for catalogue. Miss E. C. WEIMAR, Principal. 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 
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original, will be 


A Sunday School Times hymn on victory, 
the words and music of which are both 


one of the features 


of next week’s Special Music Number. 











[GORDON 


Departments of Theology, Missions, Methods. Broad 
curriculum. Faculty of distinguished leaders and rec- 
ognized specialists. Interdenominational, evangelical. 
For college and non-college men and women. Address 
for catalog and correspondence, Dean Nathan R. 
Wood, Gordon Bible Institute, Boston, Mass. 
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